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ADVERTISEMENT. 

Thk publi^er of this little volome, designed more par* 
ticul^ly for the youth of our Sabbath Schools, thinks he 
cannot do the cause of Protestantism and of true religion 
a better service, than by following his recent volume of 
selections from the *< English Maettrologt** of Chaz* 
lotte Elizabeth, entitled " Rcdlet, Latimer, Crakmxii 
AND OTHKR ENGLISH AJarttrs," with a short narration 
from the same pen, and selected also from the same 
volume, of the sufferings and death oi the Female 
Martybs of those days of peril for the truth's sake. 

Sfew Yori, June^ 1844. 



HISTORICAL INTRODUCTION. 



Who does not love, at the calm stiU hour of even* 
ing, to pace around some venerable diurch, marking tha 
dents and fissures in its old grey stone- work, which tell 
how many an age it has withstood the shocks of time ; 
to gaze upon the outline of its antique tower, or tapering 
spire, as they rise towards heaven — ^a lively type of hope 
resting on faith's foundation — and then to glance upon the 
neighboring yew or elm, coeval in date with its hallowed 
companion ? There is that in the fashion of our old church- 
es, and the scenery generally surrounding them, which 
appeals alike to devotional and national feeling ; and could 
we withdraw from these venerable piles the oblivious veil 
cast over their history by the supine thanklessness of suc- 
cessive generations, we should view in each of them aa 
emphatic memorial, a victorious trophy of the war waged 
hy Popery against the Lamb : of the might whereby He 
who is King of kings and Lord of lords overcame his 
hlasphemous assailant ; and of the deeds of his called, 
and chosen, and faithful followers, whose voice from 
within those walls sent forth the sound of the gospel 
trumpet, through the length and breadth of the land. 
They watched, perchance, the young growth of those 
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flwir nnlaDrfttl commands. So eaiiy as 1017, Airteen 
peiaons were bumed alive at Orleans, of whom no particn- 
Ian are known Veyond the fact of their willingness to suffer 
death for doctrines opposed to the reigning superstitions. 
When the Nonnan William ascended England's throne, 
expediency, that pole-star of monarchsand statesmen, led 
him to exdode, as far as possible, the natives of the land 
fnm power and station, and to fill every important post 
mth fweigners. At the council held in Winchester* A. D. 
1070, divers bishops, abbots and priors, were, by the 
king's means, deposed, for no evident reason, save that 
his Normans inight be preferred to the rule of the church, 
as his knights had been to that of the state. Stigard, an 
Englishman, was unjustly ejected fi-om the see of Can- 
terbury, and Lanfranc, an Italian, appointed in his room. 
The court of Rome was a manifest gainer by these pro- 
ceedings, tending as they did to depress the national spirit 
of independence in ecclesiastical matters, and to promote 
the growth of foreign notions and predilections among 
the higher cleigy. Lanfranc was succeeded by Anselm, 
another Italian, who certainly manifested a more consci- 
entious and single-eyed zeal in promoting the interests of 
"What he supposed to be truth, than any who had pre- 
ceded him. But the light within him was darkness: 
his peculiar work was to enforce the predicted injunc- 
tion—^* forbidding to marry;** and he bitterly persecuted 
wich of the cleigy as dared, in this matter, to obey God 
rather than man; compelling them either to repudiate 
their wltes, or to resign their benefices. 
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In 1154» Henry U. mounted the tfaionet and iit te 
very first year of hie reign proceeded to the enterprise q| 
subjugating Ireland. Unable to invent any better pretext 
for csnymg bloodshed and desolation into* a country 
which had never molested him or his, he applied to the 
reigning pope, Adrian, to sanction this iniquitous pro* 
ceeding : alleging that his object was to reduce the Irish 
people to that obedience claimed by the papal see, and 
never yet fuUy yielded by them; promising to eetah* 
Ush popery, and to ensure a 3narly tribute from die con- 
quered country to the well-Med oofiero of the Vatican. 
To within four years of this time, all ecclesiasdcal au* 
thority had been exercised by the native prelates of Ire- 
land ; nor had the doctrines or discipline of their chuidi 
accorded with that of Rome. Cardinal Paparon had, 
however, in the year 1152^ obtained a mission among 
them as legate, persuaded the archbishop to receive palls 
from Rome, and induced &em to celebrate Easter accord- 
ing to the time observed by the Latin church, and to ad- 
mit the celibacy of the cleigy ; securing by varioua ca- 
nons the privil^s of that order. Not contented, howev«r» 
with these bejpnnings, and dreading the independent spirit 
always manifested by the Irish clergy, pope Adrian, by 
a most impious and infamous buU, and in virtue of ati 
assumed authority that never existed, delivered them and 
their country into the hands of Henry, to be converted 
en masse, by fire and sword, to the true &iih« Thus 
sanctioned, and invested vrith a ring as rightful sovereign 
of Ireland, Henry invaded the land, l^w well he aoi* 
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eeeded in bis fatal project of pennanently establiflJung 
popery there, we need no o&er memorial than that which , 
written in En^h and Protestant blood, continaes to 
leeeive an almost daily accession, in the names of fresh 
Tictims. The wind was sown by onr fathers, and we 
are reaping the whiriwind. 

Thomas A'fiecket having been placed abont the king 
hy archbishop Theobald, succeeded his patron in the me- 
tropolitan chair. Rome never boasted a more sturdy and 
fltabbom champion of her vaimted ascendency. De- 
fying alike the regal and ecclesiastical authority of his 
natiye land, he maintained the supreme power of the pope, 
excommunicated his brother prelates for their loyalty, and 
Inought Henry into such straits by his contumacious pio- 
ceedingS) openly backed by the Homish Pontiff and 
French king, that the oyer zeal of some knightly foUow- 
ers, acting upon a passionate expression of their embar- 
lassed monarch, led them to rid the realm of such a 
troubler, by slajring him on the steps of the altar, in his own 
minster church of Canterbury. Canonized, of course, by 
Ae pope, Becket became immediately an object of wor- 
ship to the superstitious people ; miracles without num- 
ber were attributed to him ; his shrine was enriched, and 
bis name honored as the most illustrious of mart3rT8. 
Henry himself being so weak as to perform a very de- 
grading pilgrimage, and offer abject homage at the tomb 
el his disloyal subject, increased its sanctity and fame. 
All these things being after the working of Satan, with 
power, and signs, and lying wonders, riveted the strong 
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delusion of men's minds, and strengthened the domiaioa 
of Antichrist within the realm. 

About the same period, shone out the pure light x>f 
truth among the Waldenses ; whose scriptural confession 
of faith may be considered as the first public protxst 
i^ainst the apostasy, now become complete in all its 
parts, and calling forth, according to the sure word of God, 
the counter testimony of his witnesses, appointed to pror 
phesy in sackcloth. At this time also was Babylon of 
die Chsddees taken by Almaine, king of Jerusalem, and 
utterly oYerthrown with a final destruction. This an- 
cient queen of cities, and strong-hold of idolatry, disap- 
peared from the world's map, thatlier spiritual antitype 
might stand fdsiti in the broader individuality, laying un- 
questioned daim to every scriptural denunciation yet un- 
fdlfiUed against Babylon the Great. 

The last years of Henr3r's reign, end the first of his 
8on Richatd^s, were marked by a violent contest between 
Baldwin, archbishop of [Canterbury, and the monks. 
Baldwin showed himself of as stubborn a spirit as Beck- 
et; but his pertinacity took a different direction, being, 
in feet, secretiy encouraged by the royal sanction ; and 
diis protracted turmoil ended in a sort of compromise. 
Fox gives a long history of what he, nevertheless, pro- 
nounces scarcely worth tiie rehearsal, <* that posterity now 
jnay see how little kings could do in their own realm for 
the pope." llie following description of the emperor 
Henry*s coronation by pope Celestine, graphically 

ahowB the '< Man of on," that ** servant of the servants 

2 
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of God,** as he officially styles himself, in the height of 
his presumptaous usurpation of the divine prerogatiTe. 

<< Then pope Celestine, standing upon the stairs before 
the church-door of St Peter, received an oath of the 
said Heniicus king of the Almains (his anny w aitii]^ 
without), that he should defend the church of God and 
|J1 the liberties thereof, and maintain justice ; also that 
he should again restore the patrimony of St. Peter fnSl 
and whole, whatsoever hath been diminished thereof; 
and finally, that he should surrender to the church of 
Rome again the city of Jerusalem, &c. Upon these 
conditions and grants, fhe pope then took him to the 
church, and there anointed him for ebperor, and hid 
wife for empress ; who, there, sitting in his chair ponti- 
fical, held the crown of gold between his feet> and so 
the emperor, bowing down his head to the pope's feet, 
received the crown, and in like manner the empress 
also. The crown thus being set upon the emperor's 
head, the pope eftsoons with his foot struck it ofi* fioai 
his head unto the ground, declaring thereby that he had 
power to depose him again, in case he so deserved. 
Then the cariiinals, taking up the crown, set it upon his 
head again." 

This pope had for his legale in England the notorious 
Longchamp, bishop of Ely, who by excess of riot, and 
surpassing extravagance of pride and luxury, d^raded 
the office of lord high-chancellor and chief justice, dur- 
ing the absence of Richard Ckeur-de-lion, embroiling the 
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cbuTch) and resisting royal authority, under the zealous 
patronage of Celestine. 

The troublous reiga of John succeeded, who seems at 
the outset to have made a more kingly stand against the 
usurpations of the Romish see within his dominions, 
than might by any means be endured at the Vatican. 
He opposed, with becoming spirit, the appointment of 
Stephen Langton to the primacy, a well-known adherent 
of the French king, recommended by the pope, in defi- 
ance alike of the monarch, the monks, and the bishops 
o»f England; saving the monks of Canterbury, who, 
eyer alive to the work of opposing their prince and vex- 
ing the church, cheerfully acquiesced in the election of 
one who was sure to annoy both. King John maintain- 
ing his rightful prerogative, the kingdom was forthwith 
laid under an interdict, the churches closed up, not only 
with bolts and bars, but witlr bricks and mortar^ and all 
the heavy consequences of that tyrannical proceeding 
entailed on the land. John, to whose conduct in this 
instance historians have not done justice, withstood 
with unshaken courage what all his predecessors had 
quailed under, and by so doing exasperated the pope, 
who, moved with fiery wrath, despatched two legates to 
i^enace the refractory monarch with the terrors of ex- 
commiinication ; ** Holy Church," as Pandolph inso- 
lently told him to his face, ** being ever wont to correct 
princes that were disobedient to her." The legate tlien 
proceeded deliberately and in |he king's presence, to ab- 
solve all hjs subjects from their allegiance, and to remit 
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the sins of such as should rise against him in his own 
land: assuring him, moreover, that no heir of his 
should ever be crowned king of England. 

John not submitting, but rather manifesting xi bolder 
spirit of defiance, in proportion as the pontifical thun- 
ders rolled louder and more near, the legate returned 
witji such a report of his temerity, as induced pope Inno- 
cent, Clementine's successor, forthwith to pronounce 
sentence of deposition; atOie same time forbidding, on 
pain of the church's curse, the king's personal friends to 
eat, drink, or hold any converse with him^ or the meni- 
als of his own household to render him any kind of 
service, at bed or at board, in church, hall, or stable. 
Finsjly, he despatched the French king Philip, promis- 
ing him full remission of all his sins, and the clear 
possession of the whole realm of England to him and 
his heirs, as a recompense for the death or expulsion of 
Ae lawful monarch. The hand of €rod was, however, 
stretched forth to stay the proud waves of this spiritual 
and temporal despotism ; for the French navy, proceed-' 
ing on the iniquitous expedition, was defeated and de- 
stroyed by the English fleet. Six years and three 
months did King John endure the horrors of the inter- 
dict, before he submitted to a power little accustomed to 
such resolute opposition, and yielded his crown to the 
pope's legate, engaging to pay a yearly rent of a thou- 
sand marks for the kingdoms of England and Ireland, 
thus avowedly held at the sovereign pleasure of the 
lordly bishop of Rome. This d^;rading act was speedily 
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loUowed by the zevoit of his barons, the inTai^ioB of his 
kingdom by the French dauphin, and incessant, harafifs- 
ing annoyances at the hands of a rapacious and turbu- 
lent priesthood ; until his life, as it is supposed, ^oa 
taken hy poison administered by a monk in Lincolnshire* 
Pope Innocent III. did not long survive him : his ponti- 
ficate was marked by the rise of those two great rival 
orders of friars, the Dominican and Franciscan. About 
eight years hefore his death, he caused one hundred 
nobles and others, of Alsatia, to be burned in one day* 
for holding that it yraa at all times lawful to eat meat, if . 
done in moderation ; and that the xule of priestly celiba- 
cy was unscriptural. These martyrs witnessed against 
two marks of the great apostasy ; *< forbidding to many* 
and commanding to abstain from meats." 

Henry III. succeeding at a very tender age to the Eng- 
lish crovm, inherited with it no small portion of his 
father's troubles. I^apal exactions were carried to aa 
unprecedented height ; and civil wars between the king 
and his barons distracted the country. Towards the 
close of his long and unquiet reign, a noble protest was 
made by Robert Grosthead, bishop of Lincoln, against 
the antichristian spirit of popery, on occasion of Inno- 
cent appointing his son Frederick, a mere youth, to an 
important spiritual charge in the English church. Grost- 
head firmly, and pn scriptural principles, resisted the 
nomination ; leaving, on his death-bed, such a testimoi;iy 
aeain&t the apostate church, as proved that he was by 
God's grace prepared, had his life been prolonged, to 
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Stand forth, a powerful champion of the faith. William 
de Amore, holding chief rule in the Parisian uniyersitys 
had shortly hefore published. a book so pregnant with 
unwelcome truths, that it was condemned to be burned. 

Edward I. on coming to the throne, was fully bent on 
the conquest of Scotland, and boldly maintained his 
supposed right thereto, in the face of the pope's injunc- 
tion to refrain from that enterprise. But Philip of 
France proceeded to much greater len^l:s against the 
reigning pontiff— the notorious Boniface VII L, who, is- 
suing a brief and severe bull against Philip, received an 
answer in so rude and ludicrous a style of tiavestie, 
breathing such a spirit of careless defiance, that it 
seemed to rouse the clergy of France into somewhat of 
a similar manifestation of independence. Public protes- 
tations against the arrogant assumptions' of Bonifaoe* 
ended at last in a hostile expedition against his person, 
wherein he was taken captive, plundered of his treas- 
ures, and finally died of grief and vexation. 

These proceedings being, however, rather levelled at 
the pope than at the papacy, availed not to shake fbei 
latter, which increased in power, wealth, arrogance, and 
tyranny. Nowhere was the yoke more severely felt 
than in England. Boniface had fulminated a bull, 
whereby, in virtue of his high prerogative, he absolved 
subjects from payment of tribute to their rightful kings ; 
and under such sanction the English clei^gy were never 
found backward in thwarting, vexing, and insulting their 
monarch. Edward, experiencing much of this troaUe 
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at the hands of Pecham and Winchelsej, who succeso 
siyely iilled the metropc^itan see, withstood the imposi- 
tions with considerable nerve; but puissant as he was 
in arms, he> lacked power to contend successfully with 
this antichristian foe, who was then m the height of his 
piide, extolling himself above all princes and potentates 
in the world. 

The miserable reiga of Edward 11. was marked by no 
event of much ecclesiastical importance in England, ex- 
cepting his resistance of that papal exaction called Peter- 
pence ; but abroad, John XXII. commenced a most ini- 
qnitous, rancorous, and unprovoked persecution against 
&e good and gentle emperor Lewis, surpassing in bit- 
terness and unrelenting cruelty that which had harassed 
Frederic II. iii the reign of our third Henry. This per- 
sedition, which was continued for the space of twenty- 
four years, under Benedict XII. and Clement VI., termi- 
nated only with the life of Lewis, who was murdered, 
after having resigned the imperial dignity; and whom 
Fox numbers among the 'innocent and blessed martyrs 
of Christ The end of this German tragedy occurred in 
ihe time of Edward IIL, who to the warlike character of 
his grandfather added a like deterininatlon of resistance, 
against the temporal encroachments of the Romish see ; 
prosecuting also, in spite of pope Clemenfs remon- 
strance, his military enterprise in France. Many con- 
tentions this king had with the proud prelate of Rome ; 
but far more to be dreaded than any king's opposition 
Were the writings that now, from time to time, appeared 
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— the work of pious witnesses, whom God iiad gifted 
with a measure of spiritual discernment, to see in some- 
what of its real deformity the idol, heretofore beheld 
only through the dazzling medium of blind adoia^os. 
The unprincipled ^rsecution of the emperor Lewis gaye 
'rise to some important treatises from the pen of Manili- 
us; one maintaining the fundamental doctrine of *JQsfifi- 
cation by faith alone ; which the pope, of course, lost 
no time in condemning : while in another were exposed 
the manifold antiscriptural errors of the papacy. Wil- 
liam Ockam, an Englishman, wrote in the same spirit, 
and several others followed in their steps. A fnar, 
named Roctaylada, or Hayabulus, boldly testifying of 
the Romish see that it was the very Harlot and Babylon 
of the Apocalypse, sufiered death. And now that pre- 
cious seed, the blood of the martyrs, began evidently to 
strike out its roots, and to shoot forth in the sight of 
man ; giving promise of a renovated church, that should 
blossom and bud, and fill the world with fruit 

In the year 1360, — Edward IQ. still reigning in Eng- 
land, — appeared a work, the author of which was never 
discoveied, entitled " The Prayer and Complaint of the 
Ploughman." It is an admirable exposure of the foul 
corruptions staining the apostate church : and concludes 
with the following apostrophe — *< Therefore we simple 
men pray Thee that thou wouldest send us shepherds of 
thine own, that wiU feed thy flock, and go before them- 
selves ; and so write thy law in our hearts, that from 
the least to the greatest all may know thee. And, Lord, 
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gire onr king and bis noUes hectrt to defend tliy trae 
shepherds and thy sheep from the wolres* mouths, and 
grace io know thee, who art the true Christ, the Son of 
thy hedvenly Father, from the Antichrist that is the son 
of pride. And, Lord, give ns, thy poor sheep, patience 
and strength to suffer, for thy Jaw, the cruelty of the 
nuBchieyouB ^(^es. And, Lord,'Bs thou hast promised, 
shorten these days. Lord, we ask this now, for nK»B 
need iipusi there never^" 

The publishing of such sentiments, in the solemn 
foxm of a pray^ to the Most High, marks an era of le- 
Viyal, from whence we may clearly trace the progress 
of divine light among the people. Shortly afterwards 
appeared Richard Fitz-Ralph, primate of Ireland, as a 
champion on behalf of the parochial clergy, against the 
encroachments of the mendicant orders or their privileges. 
It seems to have been the order of 6od's providence^ to 
prepare men's minds, by exercising them in controver- 
sial matters of small moment for the searching out and 
examining of far weightier things. The spirit of inquiry 
once awakened — though it were but to investigate the 
respective claims of two opposing orders in the faJse 
church— was not to be £^n lulled. It became more 
enterprising; and having. proved the rottenness of the 
branch, proceeded to analyze the trunk which bore, and 
tiie root which nourished, so corrupt a member, until 
the whole mystery of iniquity was explored and held up 
to public view in the light of Holt Scripture — itself 
rescued from the obscurity into which it had been thrust 
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by those who dreaded the revelations of its tnxth-lelliiig 
page. 

We now arrive at the first bright star in our English 
galaxy, John Wigkuff. He fippeared about the year 
1371» and 44th of Edward ID., when darkness coreied 
the earth, and gross ignorance of God's tmth preYaifed 
among the people: when the great doctrines of faith, 
consolation, the use of the law, the person and office of 
Christ, and of the Holy Ghost, human corruption» Ae 
strength of sin, and impotency of man in resisting it, 
free grace, justification by faith, and Christian liberty, 
were scarcely ever spoken of among nominal Christiaiis: 
their hope being exclusively fixed on outward ceremo- 
nies, their faith resting on human traditions, pad on the 
supposed omnipotence of the bhurch. The people thm, 
in the strong language of Fox, ** were taught to worshqi 
no other thing but that which they did see ; and did see 
almost nothing which they did not worship." Christian 
faith was held to consist in a knowledge that Christ 
once suffered on the cross ; which the devils also knew ; 
and Christian zeal was devoted to no other end than 
recovering the city of Jerusalem from the Turks; be- 
cause the wooden cross on which the Lord snfiered, 
was absurdly believed to be there ; and was still more 
absurdly considered a meet object for all Christendom to 
worship. Without the possession of the material cross, 
the faith and hope of the gospel were counted for noth- 
ing. When the pope wished to separate a refradoiy 
king or emperor from his subjects, he had only to com* 
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majtid him *forth at the head pf an army, to lelakethe 
holy cross and sepulchre ; and this, as the Turk ^^aa 
too po\i^erful and resolute to be easily yanquished> was 
80 sure a way of crippling fhe strength^ and draining Qie 
levenues of a state^ that Rome had little to fear from 
occasional bursts of indignation among her crowned 
vassals. Her greedy church, with all its spurious and 
contentious spawn of monkish orders, securely ale the 
fax, and clad itself in the wool of tiie unresisting flocks 
which, though perhaps agreeing in no dther thing, these 
ecclesiastics were always of one mind to scatter and tq 
destroy. 

WickHff had Icmg secretly mourned over these eyils 
clearly revealed to him of God, but for which he could 
discern no pi^eeent remedy. However, availing himself 
of his place, as divinity professor in Oxford, he com* 
m6nced a series of pi^paratory exercises for the grei^ 
beiMe wherein he was minded, though alone, to 'stand 
forth. He first propoised questions logical and metaphy- 
sical,- assailing his opponents on matters indifferent, until 
by subtle advances he approached the main doctrines, 
and touched ihem on the tender point of traasubstantia* 
tion. This roused the monks and mendicant fiiars, the 
latter of whom were peculiarly the objects of Wiokliff's 
just indignation. After them, he was attacked \>^ the 
prists, and then deprived by the archbishop ; but to en- 
courage him, he had evidently^the favor of the king, 
wlio, though now fast sinking under the infirmities of 
age> had lost nothing of hie inclination to bridle the 
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rsunpant power of the pope. The duke of Lancaster 
also, and Lord H. P^rpy, earl marshal, countenanced 
Wicklifi 80 openly as to embroil them with the bishop 
and citizens of London : and on the accession of Bidi- 
ard IL still a child, the duke of Lancaster holding the 
regency of England, it was plainly seen that the Lord 
had in him raised up a fnend equally able as willing to 
support the champion of His truth. The bishops lost 
no time in drawing up articles collected frpm Wicldiff^s 
writings, and refening them to Rome, where they were 
forthwith condemned by Gr^ory XI., \^ho sdon after 
the death of Henry had fulminated an angry bull« ad* 
dressed to the University of Oxford, another to the arch- 
bishop, and a third toihe king, all leyelled against the 
parson of Lutterworth. It was, however, ordained that 
no weapon formed against him should prosper: and 
before Gregory's designs could be carried into eSkci, he 
died, leaving the papal chair to be contested by two 
rival popes, whose sanguinary domestic wars of thirty, 
nine years* duration, marked by acts of appalling bar- 
barity, left them no leisure for the work<^ fpieign per- 
secution. Meanwhile, William Courtney, aichbishop 
of Canterbury, with his prelates, ceased not to disquiet 
and pursue whosoever was suspected of leaning towards 
WickliflPs doctrines. They wioi^ht on the you^ul 
king, in the sitth year of his reign, to promulgate a 
statute, empowering the* clergy instantly to proceed 
against heretics, or those under sus^acion ; a privily 
that the chuicih had never exercised but aa derived fipom 
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die nsQipjng tyivnny of Rome. The swcnd of penecu^ 
tion was now placed in their hands by royal mandate ; 
and though the commons^ petitioned for the repeial of this 
law, as being informal and unconstituticmal^ and the 
king assented to their prayer, still the cleigy had suffi- 
cient power and subtlety to ptevent that repeal from 
being published. It was the charter of their persecuting 
freedom, aQd on it they acted, in wearing out the saints 
of the Mosl'Hi^h. 

Wickliff, notwithstanding all this, was safely kept, to 
fifiirii his appointed work ; he lived to a good old age, 
and peacefully departed in Jbm own parish of Lutterworth : 
where, forty years afterwards, his bones were dug up by 
a decree of the council of Constance* and with great 
ceiemoay burnt;, the ashes being collected and cast into 
the river. 

Anne, queen of Bichaid II., a Bohemian prmcess, was 
greatly disposed to promote the cause of truth ; but her 
reign was short. She died in 1394, five years before the 
deposition of her husband. Richard certainly lent him- 
self to the iniquitous projects of his cleigy, persecuting 
and harassing the Lord's people : but tew» if any of them, 
actually sufiered in his time ; though Wickliiflf's works 
were much read, and his opinions frequently embraced 
among the Londdners. 

Henry IV. succeeding to the throne by the unjust and 
treasonable deposition of his rightful king, commenced the 
era of open, bloody persecu^on, by which the land had 
hitherto been ccwipQiatively undefiled. Within a year 

3 
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after his accession, in the first year of the filteaith cen- 
tury, the work began : and toremost on the roll of mar- 
tjrrdom stands the name of William Sautbe. 

With the rebellion and sangoinary civil war that raged 
for some years afterwards, endangering the crown of 
Henry, and scourging the land, we have nothing to do, 
further than to remark that the odium in which the king 
found himself among his disloyal subjects, led bim to 
cleave more closely to his clergy and the court of Rome. 
To ingratiate himself with these, he sought out new vic- 
tims from among the Lord's little flock ; and, nine years 
after the murder of Sautre, Arundel managed to lay hands 
on a poor tailor, Johk Badbt, as an acceptable offering 
to the great Moloch of Christendom. 

The Prince of Wales, aftertrards Henry V., being pre- 
sent when the martyr was placed in the pipe, or tun — a 
barrel, with both ei^ds stove out, slipped over the body to 
keep the victim fast to the stake — ^and before the torch 
was applied to the dry wood, heaped under and abound, 
moved with compassion, earnestly exhorted him to for- 
sake his dangerous opinions, mingling his entreaties with 
twrible threats. Meanwhile the prior of St. Bartholo- 
mfew's approached, bearing the wafer under its canopy* 
preceded by twelve flaming torches ; and exhibiting^it to 
the poor creature at the stake, asked him how he believ- 
ed in it ? He replied, that he knew very well it was 
hallowed bread, and not God's body. On. this the tun 
was adjusted, and fire applied ; but when he cried to the 
lord for mercy. Prince Henry, hoping the cry was ad- 
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dress&d to man, cohnnand^ them to withdraw the bar- 
tel, and quench the flames : then» adding to his former 
persuasions the promise of a yearly stipend out of the 
Toysl treasury, he renewed his entreaty. Badby had felt 
the scorchiog torment of the fire ; he was mean in rank, 
and poor in worldly, possessions ; thus in every way was 
his constancy assailed ; but the Lord was with him, and 
he continued immovable. The prince then commanded 
them to complete the work, of death. 

Henry lY. was a submissive instrument in the hands 
of the poj)ish clergy. He wrought heartily with them; 
but his parliament, from time to time, showed a spirit of 
resistance against the tyrannical rule, and shameless im- 
positions of the Romish church. The schism continuing 
abroad, until hvo hundred thousand men had been slain 
in the battles of pope and anti-pope, a mediation was 
successfully attempted ; and after a short stru^le of three 
cotemporary representatives of St. Peter, the supremacy 
was ngain vested in one head. That this protracted war 
of antichrist was signally overruled to the uninterrupted 
spread of the kingdom of Christ among men, cannot be 
doubted. Wickliff's writings proved, the fruitful seed of 
gospel truth : and these were w^idely spread, and'ntook 
deep ipot, while the vigilance of the papal see was fully 
occupied in circumventing its rival usurper. *' The wrath 
of man shall piaise thee." 

In 1413, the king of England died, and was succeeded 
hj his son Henry Y., immediately after whose coronation, 
Arundel convoked a general synod of all the bishops and 
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cteigy, of which the prmcipal object was to TepresB the 
e^dent gTow& of true religion among the people, and 
more particularly to oppose and defeat the scriptural 
efforts of one who was looked^p to as ite principal hr 
Torer — John, Lorp Cobham. 

The charges brought against this worthy nobleman, 
were, first, that he maintained gospel ministers, and sent 
them forth to preach in the dioceses of London, Roches- 
ter, and Hereford, assitting them occasionally by force of 
arms ; and secondly, that his belief, as to the sacrament 
of the attar, penance, pilgrima^, image-worship, and 
ecclesiastical power, was greatly opposed to the doctrines 
of Rome. The king, who was personally attached to 
Lord Cobham, offered his mediation ; and, in a private 
interview, earnestly sought to persuade him into obedi* 
ence to the church ; to all which the Christian knight 
made this memorable reply, « You, most worthy prince," 
'saith he, « I am always prompt and willing to obey, for- 
asmuch as I know you a Christian king, and the app(Hnt- 
ed minister of God, bearing the sword to the punishment 
of evil doers, and for safeguard to them that be virtuous. 
Unto you (next mf eternal God) owe I my wlK>le obe- 
dience, and submit thereunto (as I have done ever) all 
that I have, either of fortune or nature, ready at al) times 
to fulfil whatsoever ye shall in the Lord command me. 
But as touching the pope and his spirituality, I owe them 
neither suit nor service, forasmuch as I know him by the 
Scriptures, to be the great Antichrist, the son of perdi- 
tion, the open adversary of God, and the abominatioa 
•tuiding in the holy place.** 
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After lepeated examinationB.Loid Cobbam was fipaUy 
condemned. Hi9 sentence of condemnation commences 
with an awful appeal to the omniscience of Him whom 
they mocked by their blasphemous hypocrisy, and cruci- 
£ed afresh in the murdet of his faithftU people. Thus it 
runs: " Christ ^e take unto witness, that nothing else 
we seek in this our whole enterprise hut his only glory f 
then, with a torrent of leviling epithets, it goes on to de^ 
noixnoe and atterly to condemn sir John Oldcastle, Lord 
Cobham, decreeing that the same should be proclaimed 
from every pulpit iurthe kingdom. When the archbishop 
liad audibly and bitterly read thiis flagitious document he* 
lore the whole multitude, Lord Cobham said, with a 
most cheerful cpunteiiance* *' Though ye judge my body 
which is but a wretched thing, yet am I certain and spe 
that ye can do no harm unto my soul, no more than could 
Satan unto the soul of Job. He that created that, will of 
his infinite merpy and promise save it I have therein 
no manner of doubt. And as concerning tjiese articles 
before rehearsed, I will stand to them ev^n to the very 
death, by the grace of my Eternal God." And therewith 
he turned him to the people, casting his hands abroad, 
and sajdng, with a very loud voice, " Good Christian 
people, for God's love be well aware of these men ; for 
else they will beguile you, and lead you blindfold into 
hell with themselves. For Christ saith plainly unto you, 
* If one blind man leadeth another, they are like both 
to fall into tlie ditch.' " After this he kneeled down, 
raising his hands and eyes towiods heaven, and saying, 
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*f Lord God Efsrnal, I beseech ihee of thy great merey^s 
sake to forgive my pursuers, if it be thy blessed will.'* 
And so, being again deliyered to sir B. Morley, he was 
reconducted to the Tower. 

It cannot be doubted but that i powerful sensation was 
excited in the minds of the people by ibis impressive spec- 
tacle. A nobleman, universally esteemed for his upi^^t 
life and conyersation, a gallant soldier withal, whose 
prowess in that chivalrous age they could well appreci- 
ate, thus forsaken of his king, and basely delivered into 
ike hands of men who had power utterly to cow ^e spirit 
of that famed hero of Agincourt, yet stsmding fearless and 
unabashed before them, bearing a withering testimony 
against their iniquitous doings^ maintaining his Scriptural 
hiik by unanswerable texts of €rod*B word, and in the 
midst of all that could rouse thearistocratical pride, and 
initate the military feelings of a knight, still kept in per- 
fect peace and self-possessicm, by having his mind stay- 
ed upon his God : — setting at nought the usurped authori- 
ty under which the world quailed, he stood erect before 
its mitred Lords, and cowled monks, and god-making 
priests, yet publicly humbling himself in lowly prostra- 
tion and tearful contrition before his God ; and finally, 
after j>raying for these his murderers, while he faithfully 
warned the people against their deceits, was led forth as 
aa unresisting she^p, prepared for the slaughter. All 
this was top strange, too touching, to fail of producing a 
strong effect on the public feeling. The perseciitiug pre- 
lates knew it well ; and while the friends 61 Lord Cob- 



IXTBODUCnOH. 31 

lHim circulated by lus direction a lair statement of tilt 
laiih that he held, they sought, by all manner of shui* 
ders, to counteract it. These not succeeding, they foiged 
an abjuration in his name, and privily spread the rep<Mrt 
of it : but the imposture was too gross to be for a moment 
credited. And when, after escaping from prison, and le* 
maining at large for four years, he was treacherously be* 
trayed into their hands again, and put to a most cruel 
death, no pains were spared to make it appear that he 
had suffered for treason against his lawful king, not for 
Tehellion agamst the Roman antichrist. Volumes have 
lieen written to establish this point, and so to mar the 
effect of his godly confessimi : but two circumstances are 
conclusive upon it. The first that, according to parlia- 
mentary records, thanks and a reward were Yoted to the 
treacherous betrayer. Lord Powis, *< for his great traTail 
tak^ in the apprehension of sir Jehn Oldcastle, knightt 
HSRSTic,'* and secondly, that his punishment which com* ^ 
bined burning with hanging, was never the. award of 
treason against the state. LoUardy, as Wickliffe's doc* 
trine was termed, had been declared treasonable, no less 
than heretical; and as a confirmed Lollard, in other 
words a consistent Christian, Lord Cobham endured the 
extremity of thaf cruel martyrdom to which he had before 
declared his readiness to go. In the first volume of the 
<' State Trials'* may be seen some particulars of his death* 
not narrated by Fox, although the examinations and sen* 
tence, together with his demeanor thereon, are the same* 
i^batim, as given by the martyrologiBt Fhnn this le- ^, 
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coid it aqppean, fbat, *' wpaa {bt dsf appoSnted, be was 
brought oat of &e Tower, with his arms bound behind 
liim, having a very cheerful countenance. Then he was 
laid upon a hurdle, as though he had been a most hein- 
ous traitor to the crown, and so drawn forth into St Giles^ 
fields, where they had set up a new pair of gallows. As 
he was come to the place of execution, and was taken 
from the hurdle, he fell down devoutly upon his knees, 
desiring Almighty God to forgive his demies. Then 
stood he up, and beheld the multitude, exhorting them 
in most godly manner to follow the laws of God, written 
in the Scriptures ; and in any, wise to beware of such 
teachers as they see contrary to Christ, in their conversa- 
tion and living; with many other special counsels. 
When at his last hour he was urged to confecns himself 
|0 a priest, whose service was offered for that purpose, 
lie not only with a noble scorn rejected him, but openly 
protested, that if the apostles Peter and Paul were tii«e» 
be would not confess to them, since One infinitely greater, 
God himself, was present : and as of him only he im- 
plored and hoped for pardon, so to him alone would he 

r 

make confession of his sins. .Then he was hamged up 
there by the middle in chains of iron, and so consumed 
alive in the fire, praising the name of God so long as bis 
life lasted. In the end, he commended his soul into die 
hands of God» and so departed hence most Christianly, 
his body resolved to ashes.** 

Lord Cobham, however, outlived his cruel persecutor 
Arundel, who died very suddenly in 1414, immediately 
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after the 1»rl»ioiis execntion of air Roger Acton, and a 
number, computed by the old chromcleB at no fewer ihaa 
thirty-siXy who, as LoUaida and traitors, were put to 
death, three years before the Lord Cobham. Cooceming 
these men the history is not so jclear as to justify oar 
placing them unequivocally on the list of martyrs ; but 
the probability is strong that such they were. Arundd 
was succeeded in the archbishopric by Henry Chichesley* 
as active a persecutor as himself; who, as the word ot 
God daily grew and multq^lied, quickened the vigpJanoe 
of his inquisitors, and sharpened the sword that waa 
drawn against the ilook, while the king founded new 
monasteries on either side of the Thames, to augment the 
communities of monks and nuns, already s^f^anmiig 
throughout the land. 

After the nominal reign of Edward Y., and the usurpa- 
tion of Richard IIL, the kingdom once more became tran- 
quil, under Henry YII., who ascended the throne a. d. 
1485. At this tune, the hodt of Christ's people, which 
had been greatly augmented in Germany, began to mi;dti- 
piy in England, arousing, of course, the spirit of perse- 
cution into vigorous action. A very aged gentlewomaiit 
named Joan Boughton, was burnt in Smithfield, 1494* 
alter so stoutly maintaining eight otit of Wickliff's ten 
opinions, that all the doctors in London were unable to 
shake her on any one of them. She suffered with great 
heroism, and her ashes were eagerly gathered up, aa 
precious relics, by the many who loved that faith in 
which she died. 
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Heniy VIIL ascended the. throne of England hi 1509, 
in which year also i)^an a most absurd and impious 
controversy between the two great orders of mendicant 
itiars, Franciscan and Dqminican, of whom the former 
propounded, as a new article of faiths that the Virgin 
Mary was, alike in her conception and nature, perfec^y 
free from all taint of sin. In support of this blasphe- 
mous fable they distinctly asserted that she suffered the 
griefs and adversities of life^ not as a consequence of 
priginal sin, but in voluntary conformity to the pattern ol 
Oirist : that she had no need of remission of sins : that 
whereas her body was subject to death, and died, it was 
not only for any penalty due to sin, but either in imita- 
tion of Christ, or else because her body was elemental* 
like that of our first parents ; who, if they had not tasted 
the forbidden fruit, would have been preserved f roQi death, 
not by nature, but by grace and strength of other fruits 
and meats in paradise ; which meats, because Mary had 
not, but did eat our common meats, therefoxe she £ed : 
•^-4hat she was exempted from the general proposition of 
St Paul, that God had concluded all under sin : that she 
'^yas not justi^ed by Christ, but just from her beginning, 
t>y preservation: — ^tfaat Christ was no otherwise her 
Saviour, but as sustaining her from falJing: that her 
ihank^vings unto Grod, were not for pardon of sins, but 
for conservation from sinning : that neither did she pray 
to God for remission of her sins, but for the sins of oth- 
ers she prayed oft, and counted them for her's ; — ^finally, 
tiiat had she died before her Son, God would have le- 
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posed her soul neither with the patriarchs nor the just, 
but In the same most pleasant part of paradise where 
Adam and Eve were before they transgressed. 

This raving nonsense was solemnly recognized by dte 
pope, as most orthodox doctrine ; set forth in a confiimk* 
tory boll ; and app<»nted to be celebrated by feasts, indul' 
gences, and an additional clailse to the "ave." The 
Dominicans, however, stoutly resisted this new article 
of catholic belief ; and forasmuch as that unhappy church 
must needs turn the very truths which they hold into n 
lie, the oppose^, instead of combating with the fair 
weapons of reason and scripture, c(mtrived an image of 
the Virgin, so mansged by internal machinery, as to movi, 
to weep, groan; complain, and gite audible answers to 
thos^ who addressed it. This, with a bleeding host, and 
oth^ iike inventions, wtought so effectually on the peo» 
ple*s minds, that in thie city of iBeme, where it todc 
place, the Franciscan doctrine, and the pope^s bull» were 
set at nought, in virttce of the Virgin's miraculous attes- 
tations again^ them ; until; th6 Dominican contrivers 
being detected, they were burnt for heresy, leaving the 
church to enjoy its newly-discdvered article of faith. 
This dispttte was the occasion of bitter hostility and much 
bloodshed ; and it is wqrthy of being recorded, as furnish- 
ing, among many other things, a proof how little claim 
the Church of Rome can advance to that boasted unity 
which she ranks among the chiefest marks of her vakl" 
lible truth. 
And now, like morning spread upon the moontai&ff 
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liad the deal dawn of the bleeeed M^omati<m dispened 
tiie light of truth over Gennany : — ^yet not biightmed into 
perfect day ; but breakup the thick douds, chasing die 
shadows^ and giving promise that the sun of lighteov- 
nefls ehould eie long arise to lighten the whole p^pal 
earth with his glory. Martin Lu^r, whose name can- 
npt be written without a thrill of joyous emotion, nor 
oqght to be read witibout an aspimtion of praise to Him 
who divinely commissioned him — ^Martin Luthar had 
pvevailed with Frederick, elector of Saxony, Id aboHsh 
fluoughout his dominions the popish mass : and at Wit- 
lembej^ was the idol first dethroned by joyal sanction. 
A revolution so mighty, though confine^ in the iist 
mstanoe to a petty state of Germany » was a thunder-clap 
to Europe ; and all the batteries of Rome wese at cHice 
opened— all the briais and thorns set in array, to slop 
tibe progress of &at which cannot be stayed. The Loid 
had arisen $ he vnlled to work, and who could hinder ^it i 
The truths as we have seen, had tak^ root in.Eng* 
land, where, '* as a tender plant out of a dry ground*** it 
grew; often bent beneath the tread of ite haughty foes 
and hiding its head in dust; but. still living, still growing, 
{a despite of all. In Scotland it had not yet appeared ; 
hot in 1527» Patrick Hamilton, a young man of high 
lirth, distinguished learning, and rare accomplishmegatB» 
setuming from the university of Marpuig, fully enlist- 
cned with saving knowledge, and a rejnarkably clear 
apprehension of tibe gospel, was privileged to beeon^e the 
pKOto-martyr of his native land^ He published a trealiae* 



in wluch the doctiines of fjiee grace are set fottli witb a 
boldness, kreadth^^ and perspicuity, worthy of Lmiter 
himself : and when cited by James Beaton^ aidibishop 
of St. Andrew's, to appear belore the ecdesiastics of thai 
nniyendty, to answer for his heretical opinions, HanilL- 
ton not only obeyed the citBtion, but was in waiting loillg 
before the appointed hour, burning with zeal to dechae 
the gospel (d Christ The dinpulation ended, as mig^tbe 
expected, in .the condemnation of HsaniHon, who was 
forthwith, before that day'&'san had set, committed to liie 
Hasifies, An evil day it wa^ for the adversaries of God's 
truth in Scotland: the seed oi that martjrr's l»lood 3rieid- 
ing thera most bitter fmit in the sequel. 

In 1$29, Tindal having publislied his first toansdatioA 
of the New Testam^t in &e English tongue, Tonstal, 
bisluip of London, conspired with sir Thomas More, to 
destroy what they tightly c<»isidered as the most formi- 
dable weapmi that could be brandished against popery. 
The bishop, being at Antwerp, applied to a tradesman 
named Palekington, wlu), disgnismg his regard lor Tindsd, 
appeared a ready instrument in promoting his design 
It was agreed between Item that Tbnstal should, by 
Fackington's agency, buy up all the copies of this Eng- 
lish Testament, of which the bishop was minded to make 
a public conflagration at Pat^s cross. Packington de- 
clared the matterto Tindal, who, having discovered some 
errors in the edition, that he was anxious to oMTeet, 
glacQy delivered all the oojnes-to his frirad, who carried 
them to his employer; sO the bishop had the boolte» 

4 
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Packington the thanks, and Tindal the money. Hgving 
eaiefully corrected all that was amiss, the tianslator went 
to press agaip, enabled by this fund to multiply his 
eopies, sending them in threefold abundance into Eng- 
land, to the great discomfiture of the bishop, who com- 
plained thereof to his agent, reminding him of his en- 
gagement to buy them all up. « Surely," said Packing- 
Ion, « I bought all that were to be had ; bul I perceive 
they have printed more since. I see it will never be 
better, so long as they have letters and stamps : where- 
fore you were best to buy the stamps too, and so you 
shall be sure/' 

But the set time had arrived for the Lord to arise and 
fovor his Zion. An event, of all others the farthest be- 
yimd what his suffering people dared to have looked iot* 
was close at hand, and he who is wonderful in counsel, 
and mighty in operation, willed to efiect it by means of 
one who had. lent the stienuous support, not merely of 
his royal authority, but of his literary ability, to the main- 
tenance of papal ascendency at home and abroad. King 
Henry, moved either by a real scruple of conscience, or, 
what his subsequent conduct renders far more probable, 
by hiB roving inclinations, resolved on procuring a dirorce 
ttom Queen Katherine, who had formerly been his bro- 
ther's wife. To effect this, he had intended to elevate 
Wolsey to the popedom ; assqred of his assent, in that 
character, to whatever he might demand; and had. his 
project succeeded, the Romish yoke would, no donbt, 
have been doubly riveted on the neck of protestant £ng- 
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land. The Lord, however, defeated the plan, tlurougb 
the steady opposition of the German anpeior, who sue^ 
ceeded in nominating one of his own choice to the papal . 
chair; and the pope, of course, espoused the cause oi 
Katherine, the emperor's aunt. Foiled in his leamest 
efforts to obtain the pontiff *s sanction, the impetuous and 
arbitrary Henry, by one bold stroke^ did what none' of his 
predecessors Would have dared even to project ; he de* 
claied, by his own royal authority, himself and his king- 
dom independent of the iHshop of Borne,- absolved his 
clergy from the oath' whereby tiiey acknowledged the 
pope's supremacy* and, as temporal head of the church* 
in his own dominions, exacted a similar bond of recogni- 
tion and fealty towards himself. / 

No sooner had king Henry declaied hinuself indepen- 
dent of the pope, than forth came, as the most ready 
assailant of papal supremacy, Stephen Gardiner, bishop 
of Winchester, thereafter to appear in a far difieient 
character, as one of the bitterest persecutors of those who ^ 
should continue to hold what he then taught He was 
followed by Bonner, by Tonstal, lafe of London, then of 
Durham, by Stokesby, who had recendy sent Frith ta 
the flames, and others of like sincerity. Two, however, 
spumed at even the semblance of defection from the 
antichristian church : Fisher, of Rochester, and sir 
Thomas More, than whom no man had more deeply 
imbrued his hands in the blood of God's saints. These 
were beheaded for treason ; the sentence was cruel and 
unreasonablei on the part of Heniy^ who had encoujcQged 
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IImbIii in hi wwBe treason' against the snpiettie Majestj 
ci hearen, sa long as it suited his views and porposes, 
but conld not br ode the show iof opposition to Jiis own 
fiolent and changeable will. As a matter of diriiie letii- 
bntton, it was striking, lor More had abused his high 
office to &e most cruel persecution and murder of all 
whom he could convict of Idlowing the dic^tes dl aa 
enlightened conscience. He went to prison in tiie same 
}i^t» jesting mood wherein he used to taunt and mock 
the iifflicted servants of God ;' and with a jest he l&id bis 
hsBd upon the block — an in^iessive contrast to ikoee 
who, under his iron tymany, had died praying lot Aim 
murderenk 

It was about the .year 1527, l^t TindaTtrst tranalaJwi 

into En^ii^te New Testament This was followed by 

lendcring.in the same tongue the Pent&leuch, with piela* 

lojry remarks, excdlcntly adapted to the need of Ibe time. 

He also wrote some treatises, two of which. The Obe* 

&noe el a Christian man, and The Wicked Mammon, 

were found in the hands of almost every one who forsook 

popery in Engiand^ So much were these works dreaded 

by the peiseentingparty, that the bare suspicion of possess- 

mg or. even (^ Having heard them read, was enough to fix 

on any mstn a charge of heresy. The entrance of Tindal's 

works into England was indeed a memorable epoch; 

such was their efiect, that it may be said of the reigning 

authorities, as at the birdi of Christ, *< Herod was 

troubled, and all Jerusalem with him.'^ Satan mightily 

q^pgaed the work, and, as far as was permitted* he 



IHTROBVOTKm; 41 

r 

** hindered" the ' zealous teacher, as he did Paul of old: 
for Tindal sofiered ehipwueck on his passage to Hainhai)|^» 
where he int^ded to print &e books of Moses, and lost 
aU his manuscripts, a sttm of money provided to cover 
the expense, and everything but his life. Taking pas« 
sage in another vessel, be arrived at Hambuifg, where 
Myles Coverdale, by appointment, met him, and together 
ibey again translated the Pentateui6h,in the space of sevea 
or eight mon&s. Tindal had conferred with Luther 
before commencing his blessed work ; and it may well be 
supposed that the spirit of each was ricUy refreshed by 
such communion. We, who sit peacefully under the 
vine and %-tree planted by their privileged hands, in a 
soil then bringing forth only briars and ^oms, too little 
appreciate th^ travail and ihe toil of our commissioned 
benefactors, while, hunted fiom place to place, beset by a 
thousand perils, in hunger and weariness, in painfulriess 
and watchings, yea, in bonds and imprisonment, they 
counted not their lives dear unto them, so tiiey might 
finish, and hand down to us, their testimony of the Lord 
Jesus. 

When Tindal published his English version of Ae New 
Testament^ he subjoined an invitation to the learned to 
search and point out whatever might be found amiss 
therein. Instead of so examining, the popish cleigy, of 
course, cried out against it in toto, as a mass of heresies, 
not to be corrected but utterly suppressed. Some declared 
that Holy Scripture could not possibly be rendeied into 
4# 1 
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Eng^flh : otheis deiunmoeias m^wfol tiie reading of ft 
Iby the laity in tbeir pwB tongue^t- would make ihea 
all heieticsy and etiE up the whole leaka in rebellion 
againet the king. Theee tbii^ Tindal has recited, in hie 
j^ogne to &e book of Mose^ ; sid added* tkat it would 
have cost them less labor to have translated most part 
oC the Kble themaelTes, than they bestowed in ciidcistng 
his iifork ; so narrowly, he eaid^ did they sean it, that d 
Hkeie was an i therein lacking a dot Ovec its head, it was 
BOted, and e]^ifaitcd to the ignorant people as a heresy. 

It has already been rdiated how Cnthbeft Tcmsbd, hj 
laying np, for the flames, the first and tath^ imperfect 
edition^ fnmisiied TindaH with the means to print a cor- 
lecled and enlarged one. All this haTii^ been done, it 
was the Lord's good pieaeoie to add to' this faithful ser- 
▼ant tiie bright crown of martyrdom. The manner ia 
which« by wicked hands, ftis was accomplished, exhibits 
in hateful colon the artful and cowardly treadlierj of 
tikose whom the great enemy stirred up to the work. 

Tindal was dwelling quietly at Antwerp, in the hotae 
td an Englishman named Po3mtz ; and it was the ens- 
lom of sir Thomas Moie and the Bii^ofis, whenerer they 
had any poor man under examination who had been there, 
lo put close questions. respecting Tindal, his personal ap« 
peaiance, usual habit, place of abode, chief companioas, 
customary resorts, and all the minutie, by knowledge of 
which they might spread a net in his daily path. Thus 
furnished, they prepared the snare, and despatched an 
emissary, named Henry Philips, in the character of an 



independent gentleman. Poyntz kept a house mnch re- 
sorted to by English merchants, among whom Tindal 
was greatly respected, and very often invited to dine or 
enp with them. Bjr this means Philips ingratiated him* 
aell^ first into the acqaaintance, then the confidence of 
the HnsnspectiBg Christian, who frequently brought him 
to his abode, and even induced Poyntz, who was a wor«* 
thy man, to receive him also as a lodger. So far was he 
iiam thinking evil of this traitor, Ihat he showed him 
his books, and made many communications to him. 

After sounding Poyntz, as to whether he might be 
bribed to conspire against Tindal, but so cautiously that 
the honest^ man did not at the time suspect his purpose^ 
Philips proceeded to Brussels, appearing there as a par- 
tisail of queen Katherine, the emperor's aunt, and a rebel 
against his own king; and so wrought on the authorities 
ibsA he brought a principal attorney of the emperor's^ 
with' other oflScers, back to Antwerp; where having 
watched until Poyntz riiould go on some business of his 
own, to a place eighteen miles distant, intending to 
stay thete some weeks. Philips came to the house, and 
pretended to make arrangements with the wife of Poyntz 
for giving a dinner, to provide for which, as it appeared, 
he went forth again : but in reality so to station the offi" 
ceiB about the house, that his prey should not escape. 
Returning once more, he crowned his villany by borrow- 
ing of Tindal a sum of money, under pretence of haviag 
just lost his purse ; and having thus plundered him, he 
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engaged Tiadal to accompany him forth, in order to be 
his guest at dinner. 

A long passage, so narrow that two could not walk 
abreast, formed the entry of the house ; and there Phi- 
lips, under a show of respectful courtesy, obliged Tindal 
to take the lead. Philips was a tall, portly man, Tindal 
of low stature; and when diey approached the docv, 
where on either side was seated one of the officeiB» 
watching for their prey. Philips silently lifted his hand, 
and pointed downw:ards to the head of his innocent com- 
panion, as a signal that it was he whom they should 
seize. This was instantly done ; and these very men, in 
relating the circumstances afterward to Poyntz, said that 
they pitied to see his simplicity when they took him. So 
well had this Judas played his part, and so totally un- 
suspicious was the martyr, that it would appear he did 
not even comprehend the very act of his own capture. 
He was taken to the emperor*s official, while the hoose 
of Poyntz was searched, and all his books and otber 
effects seized. After this he was conducted to ^ castle 
of Filford, eight miles from Antwerp, and there im- 
prisoned. 

The English merchants, roused by this' cruel outn^ 
on Jthe person of their countryman, immediately wrote to 
Brussels, and also to England, on his behalf. Poyntz 
undertook to be the active messenger of mercy, and 
travelled with indefatigable perseverance, with letters and 
replies, from city to city, and even to London and back ; 
obtaining, after painful delays, such despatches fiom the 
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coatt of England to that of BrosBeis, that Tindal mnsi 
needs have been delivered up to him» had not the artifice 
of Philips drcomvented him, by implicating him also in 
the i^bai^es against Tindal v ao that the zealous interces* 
8or, when on the very point of deliveiing his friend, was 
himself arrested and cast into prison ; where by rexa- 
tious and harassing processes, he was kept constantly 
employed in ^defending himself against the accusationa 
of Philips, until he managed to escape, and fled from 
their hands. 

But no escape was in reserve for Tindal : no flights 

sav6 to the bosom of his Saviour, whom he had so glori* 

fled on earth, -and who now prepared to receive him unto 

himself. When the causeless persecution drew to a 

dose, the enemies ofEeied him the services of ^ advo- 

cate. and a proctor ; but I^dal declined them, saying that 

he would mswer for himself. He did so ; but as there 

was no tenable ground for any ehaige i^ainst him, so 

was all reason and justice disregatded in his case. By 

virtue of the emperor's decree, fulfilling the bloody will 

of revengeful Rome, he was condemned to suffer death. 

At the town of Filford, he was tied to the stake, and 

Hnete strangled by the hangmah, fervently and loudly 

exclaiming with his last gasp, *< Lord, open the king of 

England's eyes !'* He was then consumed with fire. 

Such was the power of this godly martyr's doctrine, 
that, during the eighteen mcmths of his im{»isonment, 
he was the means of converting his gaoler, with his 
daughter and others of his h6usehold» to the &ith. It 
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was the general remark of those in the castle, that if 
Tindal were not a good Christian man they knew sot 
whom they should ttust ; and even the emperor's prose- 
cutor-general, who was mainly employed in his destruc- 
Hoa, left this testimony concerning him, that *< he was a 
learned, a good, and a godly man." It is also believed, 
that during his captivity he held an important disputation 
with the University of Louvaine, bringing the authority 
and testimonies, of Scripture to bear on them so forcibly, 
that it kept the whole college fully employed to answer 
his arguments. But the character wherein Tindal shines 
forth most brightly is that of a Christian patriot To the 
service of his country-^to the promotion of her best in- 
terests — ^he devoted a laborious life ; and in the very act 
of dying, a violent death in a foreign land, he uttered his 
heart's desire in words alike brief and comprehensive, 
loyal and patriotic. Beholding in his king the appointed 
minister of Him from whom all kingly power is derived, 
he asked for the monarch that divine illumination which, 
first shining on the throne, would doubtless be reflected 
on every corner of the land ; — " when the righteous are 
in authority, the people rejoice." The dying words of 
Tindal a€brd us an impressive lesson, to which may we 
all give heed ! 

With regard to the heartless and merciless traitor, 
I!!hilips, who, eyen in the very hour of betraying his in- 
nocent friend to death, had coolly imposed on his unsus- 
pectine; generosity to plunder him of the little money he 
carried about, it is recorded that he was not long permitted 
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to enjoy the price of blood. He died a 'wretched and 
loathsome death, his flesh being consumed by vennin, 
Gte the soul forsook its polluted dwelling. 

We will conclude with the noble testimony which 
Tindal himself has left, in a letter to John Frith, as to the 
singleness of his act and. purpose in translatiliig the 
blessed Scriptures. " I call God to record, against the 
day we shall appear before our Lord Jesus, to give a 
leckoning of our doings, that I never uttered one syllable 
of God's word against my conscience ; nor would do 
this day, if aU that is in earth, whether it be honor, 
pleasure, ot riches,, might be given me." 

The next year after Tindalfs martyid<»n, his last pray- 
er was in this ansWered, that the pope calling a general 
council at Mantua, and peremptorily commanding all 
kings and princes to be there, either personally or by fit- 
ting ambassadors, to consult for the suppression of here- 
sy,, the restoration of the church, the destruction of the 
Turk, &c., the king of England's eyes were so far open- 
ed, that instead of obeying the papal mandate, he, in his 
own name> and those of the clergy of his realm, flatly 
refused to recognize the pope's authority, and in a 
lengthened protestation set at nought both him and his 
summons^ concluding with these pithy words, " Cer- 
tainly, come who will to these shops of deceits, to these 
fairs of frauds, we will lose no part of our right, hh 
coming )at his call, that ought to be called, and not to 
call. We will neither come to Mantua, nor send thither, 
for this matter." 
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In the pieceding year, the gentle, the pious, -and vir- 
tuons, queen Anna Boleyn, had fallen a victun to a most 
infamous conspiracy ; and on her death, the enemies of 
the truth took some courage, hoping th^r case might not 
pfOTe so desperate : for well they knew her to have 
heen, under God, the great pillar of the reformatioQ in 
England. However, in three days after her nmider, for 
such it assuredly was, the unfeeling king married lady 
Jane Seymour; and fiom her- they had little to hope, as 
an individual : much, indeed, to dread, could they ham 
foreseen in her the niother of young Edward, << as giest 
an enemy,** says Fox, <* to God's enemy, the pope, as 
ever his father was ; and greater too.** Indeed, it is im- 
possible to give Henry credit for any motive better than 
that of selfish policy in promoting the nominal refonna> 
tion which, while it estaUished his rightful authority at 
the expense of the pope's unwarrantable usurpatoi, still 
left untouched the worst doctrinid errors of Romawiam. 

The lady Jane Seymour having survived the birth of 
prince Edward only a day or two, the king remained in 
a state of widowhood for two yean ; after which, by ib» 
judicious advice of Cromwell* earl of Sussex, he con* 
tracted a maniage with the princess Ann of Cleves. 
This unicm would greatly have tended to the establish- 
ment of protestantism in England, by confirming the 
.amicable relationship between Henry and the Geman 
princes, who were fully bent to extinguish the papal 
power : but the wily G«diner« who possessed too much 
of the royal ear, was ever at hand to thwait aU that 
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well for true religion ; and now he wrought on 
the fickle king» under pretence of aHengthening* his an- 
du^rity by maintaining an outward zeal for the religion of 
which he. had declared himself the head, to strike a dead- 
ly blow at the root of the refonnation. Under this evil 
influence, the king summoning his parliament, with a 
convocation of all tl^e prelates and learned clergy of the 
realm* in April, 1540, they jointly decreed and promul- 
gated the celebrated act of the Six Articles, more aptly 
termed " the scouige with tax strings,*' which proved as 
sanguinary a gift as .any country ever received from its 
legislators. 

As refeitnee is often to be made to this wicked act, 
it may be well to state its provisions : they were as fol- 
lows: — 

i. Thiit in the most blessed sacrifice of the altar, by 
the strength and efficacy of . Chrisf s mighty word, it 
being spoken by tiie priest, is present really, under the 
form of bread and wine, the natural body and blood of 
our Saviour Jesus Christ, conceived ot^e* Virgin Mary ; 
and that after the consecration there remaineth no suV 
stance of bread and wine, or any other substance* but the 
substance of Christ, Crod and maa. 

n. That the communion in both kinds is not necessary' 
to salvation, by the law of Grod, to all persons : and that 
it is to be believed, and not doubted of, but that in the 
flesh, under form of bread, is the very blood, and with 
the blood under form of wine is- the very fiesh, as well 
apart as they were both together. 

5 
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in. That priests, after the order of priesthood led^red 
as afore, may not marry, by the law of God. 

IV. That vows of chastity or widowhood, by man or 
woman made to God advisedly, ought to be observed by 
the law of God ; and that it exempteth them from other 
liberties of Christian people, which without they might 
enjoy. . . 

y . That it is meet and necessary, that private- masses 
be continued in this English church and congr^;ali(m; as 
whereby good Christian people, ordering themselves sf- 
cordingly, do receive both godly and goodly consolatioDS 
and benefits : and it is agreeable also to Grod*s law. 

YI. That auricular confession is expedient and neces- 
sary to be retained and continued, used and frequented in 
the church of God. 

The prelates, who had agreed upon thpse anti-scriptaral 
articles, perceiving that, amid the extending light of gos- 
pel truth, they would never be consented to by the people, 
unless under the compulsion of severe and bloody pensd- 
ties, induced the king and parliament to enact that any 
one who should publish, preach, teach, say, ajQirm, ^- 
clare, dispute, argue, or hold any opinion contrary tcrthe 
first article — which, in (he broadest terms, sets forth the 
dogma oi transubstantiation, — ^together with their aiders^ 
comforteib, counsellors, consenters, and abettors therein, 
should be deemed heretics, and suffer death by burning, 
without any abjuration, or benefit of the clergy or sanc- 
tuary, forfeiting also the whole of their property to the 
king, as in cases of high treason ; tiiat any person who 
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should teach or hold anything contrary to the remaining 
fiye« should, for the iirst offence, suffer imprisonment at 
the king's pleasure, lyith like forfeiture of goods : and 
lor the second, be put to death as a felon. To complete 
the matter, an inquisition "was appointed, of which the 
archbishop, bishop, his chancellor or his commissary, 
was always to^ one, to sit at least four times in the 
yeax, with full powers to try and adjudge the cases of 
suspected heresy or contumacy. 

In the enactment of this dreadful law, one man alone 
was found to make an open protest against the proceed- 
ing ; and that man was archbishop Cranmer. He made 
his allegations against the articles with so much modes- 
ty, humility, and loyal respect for the king, repeatedly 
declaring that the cause which he advocated was not his 
own but that of Almighty Grod, that even Henry could 
not take ofifence; nor did the power of his reasoning 
admit of any ^tteihpt at refutation, on the part of his un- 
worfliy brethren. The king only requested him to retire 
from the council chamber, that, in his absence, the act 
might be passed : but this Cranmer, with humble firm- 
ness, refused to do ; and maintained his protest to the 
last. The king, judging how much he must be afflicted 
at the deed, afterwards sent Cromwell and all the barons 
to him, at Lambeth, to signify the royal approval of his 
conscientious course, to commend his learning and zeal, 
and to comfort him imder his defeat. To which Cran- 
mer, while suitably acknowledging the honor put upon 
him, also added, he hoped in God that, here^ter, his 
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allegations and authority should prevail, to the glory of 
Gdd, and commodity of the realm. 

The enemies of God's truth having thus far triumphed, 
their next step was to remove its most powerful uphc^er. 
Cranmer was heyond their reach, neither could Ihey 
then fear much from him ; hut lord Cromwell, who, by 
his singular talents and admirable conduct, had risen htm 
an humble walk of life to be earl of Sussex, lord hj§^ 
chamberlain, and the king*& bosom-friend and counadlor, 
was known as the fast and fearless patron of such ds 
loved the gospel ; ever using his interest with the naoa- 
aidi to promote the cause. His fall was contrived by 
Winchester and others, who^ too well understood the 
weak points in Henry's unhappy character; and on a 
false chai^ of treason, tiiis upright nobleman was sod* 
denly arrested, condemned, and beheaded. 

Tet a more formidable foe than Cromwell remdned, 
by aU means to be put out of tibie way : this was the BiUe, 
which Under his patronage had been translated by Cover- 
dale, with the help of Tindal's version. The bishc^ 
made great complaints to the king of the translation, par- 
ticularly of the preface ; and, under the pretence of 
emendating it, they obtained an order to stay its sale. 
Grafton, the printer, was committed to the Fleet for six 
weeks, and only liberated on binding himself, under a 
penalty of three hundred pounds, an enormous sum in 
those days, not to sell or to print any more Bibles, until 
the king and clergy should have agreed on a translation ; 
a thing that nev» came to pass in lfenr3r^s reifo. 
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Sjiig Henry haLvmg issaed severe commissions to the 
officers ecclesiastical and civil throughout .Engladid, for 
flearchiug out and punishing all suspect A heretics under 
the six articles* act, Bonner commenced his work in lx)n* 
don hy burning a boy of fifteen, n'amed Mekins, aiter an 
obstinate refusal on the part of the jury to return any 
indictiaent against the child. Thereon followed so gene- 
ral a persecution, ^at all the prisons in the metropolis 
w^re insufficient to hold the accused persons, and many 
were confined in the halls; until, by the intercession of 
Lord Attdley, the king wa? induced to let them become 
sureties for one another for an appearance to which they 
were not called — so they escaped. 

In 1545 some qualification of the six articles was 
agpnsed to in parliament, which a little further mitigated 
the merciless rigor of the original act; already some- 
what softened in the preceding year, by permitting the 
impugners of transubstantiatton to recant: where v> 
before, inevitable death was the penalty. But enough of 
the original venom was left to render it a meet instrument 
of destruction iii the hands of a persecuting clergy ; or of 
malignant private foes, who willed to compass the death 
of Christ's flock. 

In 1647 died Henry VTIL, who, while rightfully assum- 
ii^ that supremacy in temporal matters which the bishop 
of Rome had most wrongfully usurped, exercised it in a 
spirit as merciless, as tyrannical, and as reckless of men's 
lives as that of the pope. His character was indeed a 
' fearful compound of evil qualities, not often meeting in 

6* 
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the same indiTidaal, Fpx, writing m the dayB, and 
under the patronage of £lizaibeth, was oontrtiained to 
show some tenAmess to her fathers memory ;* but the 
facts recorded by him, as regards the cause of leiigion 
alone, are sufficient to brand him as a monster of cruelly^ 
bigotry, and caprice. His attempts at a public refoima- 
tion were rendered abortive by the gross darkneaa of his 
own mind ; and though he knew Stephen Gardiner to be 
an inveterate enemy to that which he affected to prcHDote^ 
Henry still retained him in his ccmnsels, until hia 
nefarious attempt to drag the innocent and pious Eathe* 
line Parr to the scaffold^ which God in his great 
mercy disappointed, by changing the king's heart in die 
matter, made the bishop odious to bim. It was a cruel 
season for the poor Protestants* who had the Bible open- 
ed to them by royal authority, and were by the same 
power condemned to the flames for receiving its blessed 
tmihs. The little flock of Christ, seeing that the ancieDf 
w61f of Rome was personally banished from the foid» 
m%ht reasonably have expected to dwell safely under the 
<Sare of their natural protector* who had assumed the tme 
kingly tharaet^r of a nursing father to the church : but, 
aks ! the change of visible governors had nothing bet- 
tered their condition : the wolfish spirit was yet predcnni- 
aant, and the^were still as sheep appointed to be slain. 
There is, however* sufficient evidence that Henry had it 
m contemplation to terminate diis state of things, and to 
work a real reform, by casting out of the church the 
abiHDinstions that defiled it, and delivering his subjects 
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filtogetlier from the yoke of boridage. It was not the 
Lord's will to put upon him this honor : he was removed 
shortly after the first decided step towards it ; ai^d another 
placed on the throne, of whom, eVen at this distance of 
time, it is difficult to speak without catching the enthusi- 
asm of the venerable martyrologist^ with him to rejoice 
Slid weep over the bright, short course of that English 
Josiah, concerning Whom he sorrowfully remarks, that 
a show or sight only of excellency he would give his 
peojple : example he could not gTve* in' that he was so 
early taken a^^ay. ' 

Edward Vl. was nine years old, when the crown of 
England devolved on him ; and six years, eight months^ 
and eight days, was the limit of his blessed reign. Mak- 
hsg ^very allowance for the fond partiality of those to 
whoiA Edward afiR)rded a haven of* peaceful vest, after 
strtiggling through the l)oisterous waves of Henry's 
fdgn, and before being plunged into the sea of blood by 
Mary, it is certain that he was not only a youth of rare 
kuigly virtues, but also a child of God, chosen, and 
called, and faithful : truly regenerate of the Holy Spiriti 
sanctified, and made meet for a far richer inheritance than 
that of an earthly kingdoin. Had not the Lord, in mercy 
to his church* placed young Edward on the throne* 
there was none in England more likely to have glorified 
him at the stake. 

His as8%ned task it was to plant the tree of true refor- 
mation in his kingdom, destined t6 be richly nourished 
with the blood of his fellow-helpers in the work ; and 
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rooted by the storms of penseoation, which ever have 
beea most wholesome breath to . the trees of righteouB- 
ness, finally to attain a great stature, and to ext^d a 
goodly shelter throughout the land. The young king 
found an excellent counsellor in his uncle, the lord pro- 
tector, dake of Somerset, who was fully bent to promote 
iht gospel cause ; as also was Cranmer> the archbishop, 
the king's godfather and chosen friend. After dwelling 
on the horrors of sanguinary cruelty, and with a heavy 
roll of like import before us, it will be pleasant to take 
a brief surrey of the order wherein this work of estab- 
lishing a scnpturai church was conducted. 

First, a general visitation of all the dioceses was ar- 
ranged ; commissioners, wise, learned, and discreet, being 
selected, divided into companies, and the dioceses mapped 
out which they were to visit Each company was at- 
tended by one or two godly preachers, whose business it 
was to coUect the people, wheresoever they went, and to 
set forth the pure gospel of Christ, earnestly dehorting 
them from their old idolatry and superstition. To the 
commissioners were delivered written injunctions, drawn 
out by the king's council, for their guidance ; and these 
by the royal command were to be observed of all peo- 
ple. 

The first injunction was for the more perfect observ- 
ance of all statutes touching the abolishing of popish 
supremacy, and establishing the king's. All ecclesiastics 
were charged to repeat this in their sermons, at least 
ipur times in every year. It was also ordained that they 
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should quarterly; preach oh the doctrines of faith, and 
against pilgrimages and other idolatrous superstitions. 
All images were to be taken down, and the candles, pre- 
posterously set on their altars by day, removed. 

»0n every holiday, when there was no sermon, the 
Lord's prayer, creed, and ten commandments, were order- 
ed to be read in the pulpit in English, with an exhortation 
to the people to teach them to their children and house- 
holds. Incumbents were not to leave their parishes with- 
out 'deputing some godly, learned, and discreet curate, 
who should seek the profit of the flock. A great Bible 
in English, imd Erasmiis' paraphrase of the gospels, in 
the same tongue, were to be set up in some open, conve- 
nient part of eveify church ; the people being in every 
way encouraged to read and hear them. Ministers were 
not to pass their time in alehouses, or in idle games, but 
in studying the holy Scriptures. They were to examine 
their flock at Lent in the Lord's prayer, commandments, 
and articles of our faith, reproving such as had neglected 
to study them. None were to preach without being duly 
licensed ; and such as had taught popish errors openly to 
recant. Hinderers and disturbers were to be reported to 
the civil authorities. Beneficed persons to set apart the 
fortieth part of their jMrofits for helping the poor; and 
such as were more wealthy, should, for every hundred 
pounds yearly spent on themselves, give an exhibition to 
some poor scholar, at the universities, or some grammar 
school. Each priest to have the New Testament in Latin 
and English, with Erasmus' para,phr£u3e ; to read, collect 
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and keep in memory, such parts as especially set forth 
the mercy and goodness of Almighty God to believing 
penitents, in order to comfort their flock, as necessity 
might be : while the bishops from time to time shoold 
examine how their ciei^y had profited in those studiea 
The mass was not yet abolished ; but much of scripture 
in English substituted for their vain repetitions and Latin 
offices. 

These, and other particulars appertaining to the better 
(vderingof external things, exhibit a strong contrast to 
the former state of the nondescript church contrived by 
Henry ; and in the next parliament afterwards held, all 
the antichristian persecuting statutes, from the first year 
of Richard II. to the last of Henry VIIL were fully re- 
pealed. AH who loved the gospel in the realm had their 
free liberty to profess it, while m^y learned and zealous 
preachers, driven into exile for the truth's sake, were not 
only invited home, but encouraged to exercise their func- 
tions, to the glory of God, and great edification of the 
people. Moreover in the isame parliament it was settled 
that the sacrament should thenceforth be administered 
in both kinds, as more agreeable to the word of God : 
and then the most learned of the bishops and others were 
appointed to meet at Windsor, more fully to settle the 
order of religious services throughout the kingdom. This 
ended in the abolishing of the idolatry of the altar, and 
establishment of a form of partaking in the holy com- 
munion, not much di^ring from that now in use. It 
was in the beginning of November, 1548, that Edward, 
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aos^mbling his lords and commons, exhibited to them 
with delight an English " Book of Common-prayer and 
administration of the sacraments^ and other rites and cere- 
monies of the church, after theuseofthe church of Eng- 
land,'* This event was celebrated. by a general amnesty 
towards a]l who were then in confinement for contuma- 
cious opposition to the good work. The odious law of 
priestly celibacy was done away with, and all men left 
free with regard to marriage. 

Now began Bonner to show his dislike of these pro- 
ceedings; insomuch thal^his neglect of the king's order 
within his diocese called down a sharp rebuke from the 
council, with an injunction to confine himself to his own 
house. In Cornwall and Devonshire, the Komish priests, 
ever ready in ail reigns and at all times to the congenial 
work of stirring subjects up to sedition and rebellion against 
their lawful rulers, had influence sufllcient to excite great 
tumults, at the putting down of idolatry, and banishing 
those vain superstitions, those refuges of lies, to which 
the heart of man as naturally resorts, as it naturally turns 
from Godand spiritual religion. Oxfordshire, Yorkshire, 
Norfolk and Suffolk, caught the infection, and after some 
ineffectual attemps at military operations, the rebels sent 
up a string of articles, wherein they required the restora- 
tion of their darling abuses. To this an admirable reply 
was returned, calmly and scripturally exposing the folly 
of their demands, as regarded religion : and then, in most 
kingly style, rebuking their treason. This was tempered 
by a free ofier of mercy and life to such as should submit 
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themselves. Neyertlieless, the southern rebels took the 
field, bringing with them» to ensure success, the pix and 
consecrated wafer in a cart, with crucifixes, banners, can- 
dlesticks, holy bread and holy water. But all proTed 
vain : the Lord asserted his owu cause, giving victory to 
the king, who faithfully maintained it : and they were 
utterly routed ; t}ie ark of their confidence being also 
taken, and its contents scattered in the dust The like 
result occurred in other places, wheresoever the insur- 
gents gave battle to the king^s troops : and France, 
seeking to take advantage of these commpdons, lost a 
thousand men, with many goodJy Vessels, in an engage- 
ment near the channel isles. 

Peace restored, the young king and his council had 
now to deal with the refractory Bonner, who stoutly 
stood to his contumacy. One commission after another 
was iss^jed to examine him, which he met with a mix- 
ture of obstinacy, craft and insolence, sorely trying to 
Cranmer, and his lellow-commlssioners. At length, his 
conduct showing him to be incorrigible, sentence of de- 
privation was passed, Ridley was appointed his succes- 
sor in the see of London, and Bonner committed to prii^n, 
where he remained until the king's death. 

The work of reformation still proceeded, but great 
blindness prevailed on the subject of the Lord's Supper; 
and the prayer-book of Edward VI. seems to have been 
rather defective there. Still was the communion-table 
regarded as an altar, and the service as a sacrifice. -The 
elements, instead of being simply taken in commemora- 
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tion of Chrisf 8 death, and as an appointed means where- 
by we, being brought nigh nnto Christ by faith, should 
receive supplies of divine grace, through a spiritual 
feeding on his atoning body and blood, even as the na^ 
tuial frame is strengthened by the natural food, — ^fhoae 
elements were supposed to undergo some inexplicable 
transformation, which rendered them a meet offering to 
the Lord himself; to whom, in that character, they were 
presented) like the Jewish sacrifices of old, before being 
eaten of the people. Such was the view taken by many 
who had* discarded the rest of Rome's "blasphemous 
fables;" while, in general, the gross doctrine of transut>: 
stantlation with all its idolatrous concomitants was fully 
held. In 1549, however, some eminent foreign divines, 
whom the king had encouraged to settle in England, put 
their hands to the work : the chief of these was Peter 
Mftrtyr, who in a long and learned disputation upheld 
the pure scriptural doctrine of the sacrament. At Cam- 
bridge also, great arguments were held, in which Bidley, 
then bishop of Rochester, showed himself to possess a 
most clear and orthodox apprehension of the matter under 
dispute. The impogners of false doctrine embarrassed 
themselves by conceding to ancient men, called the 
fathers, an authority little inferior to that belonging to 
inspired men : but, notwithstanding, they confuted tri- 
umphantly the vain sophistry of their opponents : and 
the issue was seen in a proclamation of the king for 
taking down the altars, and substituting a simple table. 
Much ^ssension ensued thereupon; but Ridley, now 

6 
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made bishop of London, by a judicious mixture of p»- 
suasion and authority; bore down the opposition in his 
own important and extensive diocese. Fully aware that, 
in the sacrament of the Lord's Supper, there is none but 
a spiritual eating of his body, and that no sacrifice what- 
ever is there contained or contemplated, save that of praise 
and thanks|!;iving unto Him for his most predoos blood- 
shedding, and the benefits thereby accruing to his peojde, 
this truly apostolic bishop proceeded in the spirit of Josiab, 
to demolish all that appertained to idolatrous worship. 
He broke down the wall that stood beside the altar in 
St. PauPs cathedral, removed that altar, and placed in its 
stead a decent table, fit for the scriptural celebration of 
the Lord's Supper. 

Next followed a warm dispute between the Princess 
Mary and the council, on the subject of alleged right to 
disobey the king's order, and to enforce in her own house- 
hold the idolatrous practices of Rome. It appears that, 
at first, there was a strong disposition on the part Qf the 
council to wink at this proceeding, and that they de- 
puted Cranmer and Ridley to procure Edwaid*s sancdon. 
The story of their interview with the pious young king 
is so beautifully told by Fox, that it must be given in his 
words. 

' " Charles the emperor made request to the king to per- 
mit Lady Mary, who afterwards succeeded to the crown, 
to have mass at her house, without prejudice of the law. 
And the council on a time, sitting upon matters of policy, 
having that in question, sent Cranmer, then archbishop 
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of Canterbury, and Ridley, then bishop of London, to 
entreat the king for the same ^ who, coming to his grace, 
alleged their reasons and persuasions for the accomplish- 
ing thereof. So the king, hearing what they could say, 
replied his answer again out of the Scriptures, so ground- 
edly, gravely, and full, that they were enforced to give 
place to his replication, and gr^t the same to be true. 
Then they, after long debating in this manner with his 
majesty, labored politically in another sort ; and alleged 
what dangers the denying thereof might bring to his 
grace, what breach of unity of the emperor's part, what 
troubles, what unkindness, and what occasions sundry 
ways it would enforce, &c. Upon whom the king an- 
swered, willing them to content themselves, for he 
would, he said, spend his life and all that he had, rather 
than agree to that he knew certainly to be against the 
truth. The which, when the bishops heard, notwith- 
standing they still urged him to grant, and wouJd by no 
means have his nay. . Then the king, seeing their impor- 
tunate suits, that needs they would have his majesty 
to consent thereto, in the end his tender heart bursting 
out into bitter weeping and sobbing, he desired them to be 
content. Whereof the bishops themselves seeing the 
king's zeal and constancy, wept as fast as he, and then 
took leave of his grace ; and coning from him, the arch- 
bishop took Master Cheke, his schoolmaster, by the 
hand, and said, * Ah, Master Cheke, you may be glad all 
the days of your life that you have such a scholar; for 
he hath more divinity in his little finger th^ all we have 
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in all oiir bodies.' Then the Lady Mary's mass far the 
time was stayed.** 

Touching as is the scene thus described, it derives a 
deeper and more thrilling interest from the consideratioA 
that the prelates who thus, on political grounds, assailed 
the pious constancy of the stripling king> who were 
silenced by his scriptural knowledge, and turned fiom 
their purpose by his tears, were themselves also chosen 
to wear a crown of peculiar glOry — ^that of martjodom- 
They who pleaded then for Mary's mass, subsequently 
gave their bodies to the flames in the cause of that truth, 
which, in a moment of weakness, they would so far have 
sacrificed to the pestilential doctrine of expediency. 

The princess showed a very stout spirit in her cones- 
pondence both with the council and the king. The latter 
she plainly advised not to interfere with spiritual con- 
cerns until he should have come to riper years : and with 
the former she pleaded the emperor^ interposition- 
maintained also her right to have mass said, by her 
chaplains, whensoever she might appoint them to act, in 
any house of hers, she being present or absent. One of 
her chaplains, Mallett, acting on this assumption, waa^ 
for his contumacy, committed to the Tower. The obsti- 
nate bigotry of Mary, evinced in these letters, might in 
itself have been sufficient to justify, in the king's mind* 
her exclusion from the succession. They exhibited in 
the bud that inveterate rancor against the truth, which 
filled England with the bitter fruits of sanguinary peise- 
cution. 
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Soon after this, the sky became overcast, hy the fall 
of tile duke of Somerset, who had been the steady pro- 
moter and maintainer of whatever could strengthen the 
cause of the Reformation. In 1552 he was beheaded, the 
poor young king, who dearly loved his uncle, being 
unable to save him. 

The last days of Edward were drawing nigh at tiie 
time of Somerset's dea& He survived him only eighteen 
months. He had pined and ^ed away f cnr some time ; 
no doubt secretly mourning over the ills that he could not 
avert from his beloved people. About three hours before 
his death, his eyes being closed, and supposing no one to 
be within hearing, he breathed this prayer. ** Lord 
God, deliver me out of this miserable and wretched life, 
and take me amoog thy chosen. Lord, I commit my 
spiiit unto thee ; O Loid, thou knowest how happy it 
were for me to be with thee ; yet for thy chosen's sake, 
send me life and health, that I may truly serve thee. O 
my Lord Grod, bless thy people, and save thine inherit- 
ance. Lord God, save thy chosen people of England. 
my Lotd God, defend this realm from papistry, and 
maintain thy true religion, that I and my people may 
praise thy holy name, for thy Son Jesus Christ's sake." 

Edward, fully aware of what must ensue if his sister 
Mary came to the throne, had done his utmost to avert 
it, by transferring the succession to the lady Jane Grey: 
but the will of the infatuated people not seconding his 
wish, the sceptre was, after a short struggle, finally 
grasped by Mary. 

6» 
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It was by the powerful aid of her protestant subjects 
in Suffolk, that Mary mounted the throne. She solemn- 
ly pledged her word to them, that no alteration should be 
made in the established religion of the country ; and unac- 
countable is the blindness that, even to our day^ has pre- 
vailed on the point which the case of John Huss mi^t 
have rendered clear to all apprehensions. The cliurch 
of Rome holds no doctrine more tenaciously than that of 
its non-obligation to keep faith with heretics : yet y^hea, 
in perfect consistency with this principle, they deny the 
principle itself, it is deemed the height of injurious un- 
charitableness to doubt their assertion. Of what aYail 
would the rule be to them, if they could not stretch it to 
the extent of denying its existence ? ** Speaking lies in 
hypocrisy,** is one of the indelible brands imprinted on 
the brow ol this great apostasy by the finger of Gon 
himself : and nothing short of unbelief lies at the root of 
what must be called a judicial blindness falling on men 
who will not take the word of life for their guidance, 
but persist in seeking grapes on the thorn, and figs on the 
thistie. 

In the Tower of London, Ma^ celebrated her first great 
mass, as queen of England, having, of coarse, delivered 
Stephen Gardiner from durance ; not only restoring him 
to his former bishopric of Winchester, 'hut making him 
lord chancellor of England, while Bonner was reinstated 
in the see of London, Ridley being displaced. Other 
godly bishops were ejected ; among those Myles Ck)ver- 
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dale from Exeter ; and Hooper was consigned from the 
palace of Worcester to the Fleet prison. 

Ridley had preached a sermon at Paul's cross, during 
the transient nominal authority of the lady Jane Grey, in 
which he faithfully warned the people of what they 
must expect if Mary ascended the throne^ speaking 
from his personal knowledge of her stubborn bigotry. 
Accordingly when, in Christian submission to her, as his 
appointed sovereign, he tendered homage at Hampton 
Court, she sent him at once to the Tower. The next step 
was a proclamation, prohibiting the reading or preaching 
of Grod's word in churches; and none could now question 
what the new order of things would be. The people, 
howerer, were not chsposed all at once to submit ; and 
when, on Bonner's restoration, a preacher named Brown 
held forth before hhn at Paul's, commending the bishop, 
and dispraising the late king, the populace took it so 
ill that a great tumult ensued ; a dagger was hurled at 
the preacher, who, had not Bradford and Rogers suc- 
cored him in his retreat, would have been roughly han- 
dled. After this, the royal guards attended in arms, to 
protect the priests in the pulpit ; and when the people 
withdrew themselves from such false teachers, the mayor 
was commanded to enforce the attendance of those under 
his authority, lest the smallncss of their coiigregations 
nught discourage the preachers. 

Between the 3d of August, 1553, when Mary was ac- 
knowledged queen, and the first of October following, 
when she was crowned, numbers w^re committed to the 
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Tijw&sad Fleet, piindpally cleigymen ; among fi^m the 
aichbisbop Cianmer» bishops Hooper, Hidley and Lati- 
mer, On the lOthr parliament met at Westmineter, and 
-was openeid with a grand hi^ mass. Bishop Taylor of 
Lincoln, and Harley of Hereford, had taken their seats 
among the nel^s; bat not endnring to witness the abomi- 
nation before them, they withdrew. The former being 
examined, confessed his faith boldly^ and would have 
been committed, but the I^ord was pleased to take him by 
aickness. Harley being maitied^ was forthwith deposed 
from his see, and excluded from parliament. 

After mass, the queen being brought into the house of 
lords, the three estates at once agreed on repealing all the 
statutes of Henry YIII. for piemunire ; with those of Ed- 
ward, for administration of the conunon prayer and sacra- 
ments in English ; while, not to lose any time, workmen 
were buoily employed in re-erecting the altars, and re- 
placing all the machinery of wafer- worship. However 
slow, stealthy, and cautious may be the steps by which 
the church of Rome proceeds to recover her lost vantage- 
ground* yet, once restored to it, she is not slack in hull- 
ing her bolts around. Prompt as pitiless, she takes a 
rapid survey of all that has opposed her, and wreaks her 
▼engeance with unsparing hand. The Lord's flock stood 
aghast at the rapidity with which events followed each 
other, and prepared to yield their throats to the knife so 
diligently whetted against them. 

Eight days after the opening of the session, a convo- 
cation of the cleigy was summoned, to discuss transob- 
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stantiation, a]l men having license freely to speak theii 
minds upon it : by which plan the ascendant party were 
able to mark out for destruction the most powerful up- 
holders of gospel truth. John Philpot, archdeacon of 
Winchester, and five more, were alone found to refuse 
subscription to the popish catechism set forth $i and Phil- 
pot vainly endeavored to obtain the help of Ridley^ 
Rogers, and others, in the unequal disputation, whidi 
was adjourned from day to day. like Stephen of old, 
that dauntless champion Philpot spake with a wisdom 
and spirit that could not be resisted otherwise than with 
taunts, menaces, and despotic commands to hold his 
peace. He sifted and exposed their futile sophistry^ drove 
them from one refuge of lies to another, and when re- 
strained from continuing his argument, he exclaimed, 
looking up to heaven, " Lord, what a world is this, 
that the truth of thy holy word may not be spoken and 
abidden by!" while for grief the tears trickled from 
his eyes. Some of the doctors insisted that he should 
be allowed to proceed ; he resumed with great spirit his 
logical and scriptural proofs, until, alarmed at seeing the 
fabric of their idolatry shaken to its foundation, they 
peremptorily silenced him. Some days afterwards, how- 
ever, he returned to the charge, and so perplexed them 
that they were glad to break up the convocation, of course 
claiming the victory for their own side. 

Early in January, 1554, the intended marriage of Mary 
with Philip of Spain was made known, and caused much 
angry emotion, in the evident prospect of England's sub- 
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jugation to the pope. Royal's rebellion being crashed, 
and hiineelf executed, a pretence was gathered from it to 
put the innocent Lady Jane Grey to death. Sentence 
. being passed, a priest named Fecknam was sent to in- 
struct her, as he said, in the true doctrine of the right 
faith : but lady Jane was too well gromided and settled 
in the hope of the gospel to be moved from it, and after 
a very distinct and beautiful declaration of her faith on 
every point proposed » they parted, Fecknain saying he 
was sorry for her, as it was plain they should never 
meet : to which she made tiiis candid and Christian re- 
ply, << True it is that we shall never meet, except God 
turn your heart For I am assured, unless you repent 
and turn to God, you are in an evil case ; and I pray 
God, In the bowels of his mercy, to send ypu his Holy 
Sjpxxt ; for he has given you his gseat gift of utter- 
ance, if it pleased him also to open the eyes of your 
heart.** 

Lady Jane Grey vras an enlightened Protestant. Her 
zeal for the faith once delivered to the saints resembled 
that of her royal cousin, Edward, whom in character she 
greatly resembled. This lovely and g^itle lamb was led 
to the slaughter, undei circumstances too familiar to every 
leader to need repetition. Within a fortnight after her 
death, Bonner issued a commission to have the names 
taken down of all persons throughout this diocese who» 
at the ensuing Easter, should omit coming to auricular 
confession : and the following month, by a ro3raI ordi- 
nance, to take eifect in all the sees, the pope's supremacy 
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was once more recognized, heretics Boaiked for pimish- 
ment, priestly celibacy enforced, the married cleigj^men 
commanded to put away their wives; processions, holi- 
days, fasts, and all the old ceremonies restored, with 
Latin prayers, as aforetime ; and popish schoolmasters 
ordered to supersede all others, that the ch^dren might 
be instructed " to answer ^e priest at themass." Mary 
then summoned the parliament to ikeet at Oxford, and 
obtained their consentto her marriage ; but when she 
proposed a legal recognition of the pope's supremacy, it 
was evaded for the time, 

Philip of Spain hav;ing landed at Southampton, in the 
month of July following, and bearing himself from the 
first as though the country were laid prostrate at his 
feet, was married to Mary within a few days ; and the 
hunted flock had some respite, during the shows, pageant- 
ries, and progresses, that engaged &e court for some time 
afterwards. The work, however, was vigorously proes- 
cuted, of painting old roods afresh, and carving new 
ones, to set up in the churches ; with all the vain con«- 
ceits that had been taken away, and which were now 
restored ; while the texts of Scriptuie recently painted on 
the church walls, were obliterated, by a mandate from 
Bonner, who denounced them as great abuses. 

On the 21st November,^cardinal Pole landed at Dover : 
the act of attainder and banishment, passed against him 
in Henrys reign, having been repealed as false and slan- 
derous, and his full restitution to all honors of blood and 
station coniinned. He now, cpming as the pope's repre- ^ 
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eentatiw, delivered an oratioQ to tke king, qneen, aid 
parliament, where he set forth the sin of sepaiation fioni 
the Roinifih see : and on their humble submission — 
prostrating once more their unhappy country under the 
papal foot — he graciously pronounced absolution in the 
pope's name, rd-admitting England to her former privi- 
leges of spiritual and temporal vassalage. On the 3d of 
January, a formal act of parliament ratified the deed. 
As a necessary consequence, persecution began to rage 
more vehemently : the preachers in the Tower were sum- 
moned before Winchester, and asked whether ihey 
would recant and enjoy the queen's pardcm* or stand to 
what they had taught They all answered that they 
would stand; and were committed to straiter prison 
than before. On the 23d January there was a solemn 
procession of the host throughout London, with an im- 
mense display of idolatrous pomp, to celebrate the na- 
tional conversion to popery : and the month ended vnth 
the solemn excpmmunication of Christ* s servants then in 
prison. 

February 4, was appointed to witness thejekindling 
of fires that were yet to bum more intensely for the trial 
and proof of that pure gold, the patience and faith of the 
saints. 
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With the piececUng brief recapitulation of the pnncipei 
events leading to the English Information, we now pro- 
ceed to the main design of this little volmne, to wit, to 
give the reader a short account of the sufferings and 
deaths of the principal Female Martyrs of England. 



ANNE ASKEW. 

Anne Askew, a gehllewoitnan of good fami* 
ly and circumstances^ well learned in the Scrip- 
tures, was accused on the Six Articles ; and ex- 
traordinary pains were taken to win her from 
the profession of the truth, in defence of whic^ 
tiie Lord willed her to suffer beycmd the common 
lot of his martyrs, ^le underwent various ex- 
aminations before the pitiless inquisitors ; and 
evidently enjoyed the fulfilment of her Saviour's 
promise, " I will give you a mouth and wisdom 
which all your adversaries shall not be able to 
gainsay or resist*' 

The examinations that she passed are record- 
ed by her own hand. First, she was summoned 
before the inquisition at Sadler's Hall, wher^ 
Christopher Dare asked her whether she did not 
believe that the sacrament hanging over the 
altar was the very body of Chiist. She replied 
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bjr aridng him, vAj Stephen was stoned to 
death ? He sadd he could not tell, ^* No more," 
said she, '^ will I assoil your vain question." 
Being charged with reading fn^n a book that 
Ood dwelleth not in temples made with hands, 
she showed the seventh and seventeenth chap- 
ters of the Acts. She was asked why she had 
said she would rather read five lines in the BiUe 
than hear five masses ? She confessed having 
said it, because the one did greatly edify her, 
and the other did'^not at all ; dling 1 Cor. lav. 
Alf the trumpet give an uncertain soimd, who 
shall prepare himself for the battle ?" Deny- 
ing that she had ever said, If an ill priest min- 
istered the sacrament to her, it Was the devil 
and not God, she declared her saying to have 
been, " Whosoever he were that administered 
imto me, his ill conditions could not hurt my 
faith, but in spirit I received, nevertheless, tl^ 
body and blood of Christ" 

On her next examination, before the lord 
mayor, she relates, ^^ Then the bishop's chan- 
cellor rebuked me, dnd said that I was much to 
blame for uttering the Scriptures. *F5r St. 
Paul,' he said, ^forbade women to speak, or to 
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talk of the wordof God.* I answered him Ibalt, 
I Jc&ew Paul's meaning as wdl:a8 be, which is 
in 1 Cor. xiv^ that a woman ought not to speak 
in the qongregation^ by the way of teaching, 
^d then I asked him how many women he had 
seen go into the pqlpit and preadi 1 He said 
he never saw any. Then I said he ought to 
find no fault in poor women, ezc^t they offend* 
cd against the law.'' 

She was sent to the Compteri where a cra% 
priest came, under pretence of offeiing to shrive 
and counsel, but really to spy out her opiniontM 
for further accusation : hai he fiared no better 
than the public exaininers. <^He asked me/' 
she says, ^< if the host should fall, .and a beasi 
did ^at-it, whether the beast receive Gb)d,or nol'' 
I answered, ^ Seeing that you have taken tbe 
pains to put the question, I desire you also to 
solve it yourself: for I will not do it, because I 
perceive you come to tempt me/' And he said 
it was against the order of schools, that he which 
asked tbe question should answer it. I told hiniy 
" I was but a woman, and knew not the course 
of schools." Thus, with the wisdom of the ser- 
pent, and the harmlessneiBS of the dove, did she 

7* 
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bi^ tiieir irilies 9 so that Bonner was obliged 
to try his- own skill. He appointed three o'cloek 
for her examination, but sent for her at one, to 
a prirate conference, where affecting great con- 
cern and friendship, he entreated her fully to 
open her mind to him, pledging lumself that 
whatsoever she might say, under his roof, none 
should take any advantage of her words. She 
req>ectfully, but firmly, declined saying anything 
ontil the arrival of her friends end witnc&ses. 
Again and again did he urge her, both bef(»e 
Itod after their arrival, to nnburthen her con- 
sdence to him ; bringing forth what she justly 
calls this unsavory similitude, that if a man had 
a wound, no wise sui^eon would minister help 
unto it, before he had seen it uncovered. ^ In 
like case," said he, ** can I give you no good 
counsel, unless I know wherewith your con- 
science is burdened.'^ She answered, *^ My con- 
science is clear in all things ; and to lay a plas- 
ter upon the whole skin, it might appear much 
folly." 

Finding it impossible to beguile her into any 

8elf*crimination, he commenced on the articles 

^ already drawn up against her, to all which she 
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relied nvith the same spirit and discretidn as 
before. The bishop, embarrassed by her cau- 
tion, asked her, " Why she had so few words V* 
She answered, " God hath given me the gift of 
knowledge, but not of utterance ; and Solomon 
saith, ^ A woman of few words is the gift ot 
Grod.' '^ After a long tim$ passed in these fruit- 
less^iTorts, they perpetrated as foul a deception 
as could well have been devised ; for after read- 
ing to her a short form of confession of faith, and 
requiring her signature thereto, which she affix- 
ed, with this cautious reservation, "I, Anne As- 
kew, do believe all manner of things contained 
in the faith of the Catholic church ;" they sub- 
stituted for it a totally different document, ready 
prepared, setting forth minutely the whole abom- 
ination of the mass, against which she ceased 
not to testify, with all other disputed points ; 
and having thereto forged her signature, with- 
out any addition, and placed it before those who 
had seen her sign the former paper, they ob- 
tained the attestation of all present, and regis- 
tered the shameless fabrication* It seems to have 
been done by Bonner expre^ng great anger at 
her manner of guardmg her confession, flinging 
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into an adjoining room vriih the pap«r in Us 
band; and being persuaded to return^ be 
brought back with him the oUier. The circum- 
stance serves to illustrate the deep '^deceivaUe- 
ness of unrighteousneiss/' with which even the 
most open barbarities of the apostate church are 
farther polluted. After much Opposition Ae was 
at last suffered to go at large, on heavy iecogiuz- 
ance ; but in the following year, 1546, she was 
again arrested, and laid in Newgate, whence she 
addressed the following admirable letter to a 
friend. It must be remembered that the charges 
against her were for disbelieving the coiporeal 
presence in the sacrament, and for asserting that 
God dwelleth not in temples made with hands. 

'^ I do perceive, dear friend in the Lord, that 
thou art not yet persuaded thoroughly in the 
truth concerning the Lord's supper, because 
Christ said unto his disciples, ^ Take, eat, this is 
my body which is given for you.' In giving 
forth the bread as an outward sign or token to 
be received with the mouth, he minded them in 
perfect belief to receive that body of his which 
should die for the people, and to think the death 
thereof to be the only health and salvation of 
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their soiik. The bread and the vnne vf,ere left- 
tis for a saicramental communion, or a mutnal 
participation of the inestimable benefits of his 
most preeious death andbloodshedding, and that 
^e should in the end thereof be thankful togetb* 
er for that most necessary ^ace of our redemp* 
tion. For in the closing up thereof he said, 
' This do ye, in remembrance of me.' Yea, * so 
oft as ye shall eat or drink it,' Luke xi. and 1 
Cor. xi« I else should we have been foi^etful of 
that we ought to have in daily remembrance, 
and also have been altogether unthankful for it; 
therefore it is meet that in our prayers we call 
unto God fb graft in our foreheads the true 
meaning of the Holy Ghost concerning the cchu- 
munion. For St. Paul saith, * The letter slay- 
eth ; the Spirit is it only that giveth life,' 2 Cor. 
iii. Mark well the sixth chapter of John, where 
all is applied unto faith ; note also the fourth 
chapter of St. Paul's second epistle to the Corin- 
thians, and in the end thereof ye shall find, 
that ^ the things which are seen are temporal ; 
put they that are not seen are everlasting.' Yea, 
look in the third chapter to the Hebrews, and 
ye shall see that Christ as a S|»n, and no servant, 
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rulethpyer bis house; ^ii?bose bouse are we,' 
and not the dead temple, * if we hold fast the 
confidence and rejoicing of that hope luito the 
end/ Wherefore, as said the Holy Gh«^t, * To- 
day, if ye shall hear his voice, harden not your 
hearts,' &c , Psalm xcv." 

Thus boldly and zealously did Anne Askew, 
from her prison walls, exhort a wavering be- 
liever to the full assurance and profession of that 
which would, in all probability, bring him into 
the like affliction. Her next citation was before 
the king's council at Greenwich, where she vtras 
told it was the king's pleasure that she shcndd 
open the wl^ole matter to them. SVe refused so 
to do, but offered to show the truth unto the king 
himself* They said it was not meet for his ma- 
jesty to be troubled with her : to which she re- 
plied, Solomon was reckoned the wisest king 
that ever lived, yet misliked he not to hear two 
poor common women ^ much more his grace a 
simple woman and a faithful subject. The lord 
chancellor questioned her concerning the sacra- 
ment : she distinctly avowed her belief as before.^ 
Winchester strove to extort a yet more explicit 
confession. She t^d him she would not sing a 
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new song of the Lord in a strange land. Daring 
five hours they continued the examination, and it 
is probable they heard more Scripture that day 
than ever in their lives before : for she seems to 
have been so thoroughly armed ^th it, that, say 
-what they would, her answer came from the bless- 
ed book of God. 

The next day after a repetition of these vain 
attempts to make her speak unadvisedly, lord 
Lisle, lord £ssex> and the bishop of Winches- 
ter, came to persuade her to recant : instead of 
which she rebuked the former for counselling 
her contrary to their own convictions. The bish- 
op, said, he would speak familiarly with her. 
"So did Judas, when he unfriendly betrayed 
Christ," was her aftswer. StiJl Gardiner de- 
sired to speak to her alone ; she refused, giving 
as a reason, that " in the mouth of two or three 
witnesses every matter should stand, after 
Christ's and Paul's doctrine," referring them to 
Matt, xviii. and 2. Cor. xiil. 
. When the chancellor began to examine her 
again on the sacrament, she asked him how long 
he would halt on both sides. He inquired 
where she found that saying 1 She answered, 
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'^In the Scripture; LKings, XTiu./'i]poniwhich 
be went away, put to flight, it would seem, by 
the sword of the Spirit The bishop then threat- 
ened her with fire. ^' I have searched all the 
Scriptures," said she, ** yet could I never find 
that either Christ or his apostles put any crea- 
ture to death ;" adding, '* Well, well, God will 
laugh all your threatenings to scorn ;" and cited 
Psalm iL Once more tiiey stroye to make her 
sign a confession of the real presence in the sac- 
rament ; but all to no purpose. She was re- 
manded to Newgate, in a state of such severe ill- 
ness, that she expected to die, having never before 
been in such pain : accordingly she penned a no- 
ble confession of her scriptural faith, thus edgning 
it : " Written by me, Anne Askew, that neither 
Mrisheth death, nor feareth his might, and as 
merry as one that is bound towards heaven." 

As a last trial of her constancy, she was call- 
ed up to Guildhall, to be condemned as' a here- 
tic if she would not recant her opinion on the 
sacrament. Being asked if she still denied the 
corporal presence, she answered, "Yea. For 
the same json of God that was bom of the Virgin 
Mary is now glorious in heaven, and will come 
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again from thence at the latter day, like as he 
*went up. Acts i. And as for that ye call your 
Grod, it is a piece of bread. For a more proof 
thereof; mark it when you list, let it but lie in 
the box three months, and it will be mouldy, 
and so turn to nothing that is good Where- 
fore I am persuaded that it cannot be God.'' 
Yet once again was she permitted to repeat her 
faithful protest, adding thereto the apocryphal 
but apposite story of the idol Bel, the Scripture 
proofe from Acts vii. and xvii. and Matt, xxiy., 
'concluding with these words, ^' I neither wish 
death, nor fear his might ; God have the praise 
therefore with thanks." 

Remanded to Newgate, after condemnation, 
she wrote briefly and sweetly her dierished con- 
fesidon of the true faith, both to the chancellor 
and the king. Once more Rich and Bonner 
tried their utmost by flattery and persuasion to 
seduce her from it $ but all being yaifi, they sent 
her to the Tower. What follows is fearfully il- 
lustrative of that system under which the mar- 
tyrs of Jesus bled : " by their fhiits shall ye 
know them," said the Lord. Let popery be 
judged by its frtiits. 
8 
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Rich and one of the council came to Anne 
Askew, in the Tower, and required her to make 
disclosures concerning those of her own sect. 
This she refused to do. Her own simple, un- 
varnished story will best declare what passed. 
" They commanded me to show how I was main- 
tained in the Compter and who willed me to 
stick to my opinion : 1 said that there was no 
creature that therein did strenp^hen me. And as 
for the help that I had in the Compter, it was by 
the means of my maid. For as she went abroad 
in the streets, she made moan to the 'prentices, 
and they by her did send me money ; but who 
they were I never knew." It is sweet to think 
that the Lord knew, though she did not : and 
that every cup of cold water thus supplied to his 
poor persecuted child has received a full reward. 

She goes on to state some further questions 
of the same sort, and proceeds : " Then they 
did put me on the rack, because I confessed no 
ladies or gentlewomen to be of my opinion, and 
thereon they kept me a long time ; and because 
I lay still, and did not cry, my lord chancellor 
and Mr. Rich took pains to rack me with their 
own hands till I was nigh dead. 
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'* Then the lieutenant caused me to be loosed 
down from the rack ; I immediately swooned, 
and then they recovered me again. After thai 
I sate^ two long hours y reasoning with my lord 
chancellor^ on the bare foor^ where he, with 
many flattering words, persuaded me to leave 
my opinion. But my Lord God, I thank his 
everlasting goodness, gave me grace to per- 
severe; and will do, I hope, to the very end. 
Then was I brought to a house and' laid on a 
bed, with ai^ weary and painful bones as ever 
had patient Job. I thank my Lord God there- 
fore. Then my lord chancellor^ sent me word, 
if I would leave my opuiion I should want no- 
thbg : if I would not, I should forthwith to 
Newgate, and so to be burned. I sent him again 
word that I would rather die than break niy 
faith. Thus the Lord open the eyes of their 
blind hearts, that the truth may take place. 
Farewell, dear friend, and pray, pray, pray." 

This story of her suffering's was confirmed and 
enlarged by the lieutenant of the Tower, who 
was so shocked by the satanic cruelty of the 
proceeding that he refused at the chancellor's 
conmiand to resume the torture, after he saw 
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the state to which her tender and delicate frame 
was reduced. Upon which the two fitods in 
human form, Wrisley the chancellor, and Bich, 
after the former had threatened the officer with 
the king's vengeance for his disobedience, threw 
off their gowns and took the pulleys in their own 
hands ! They first inquired if she were pregnant, 
to which the heroic martyr replied, ** Ye shall 
not need to spare for that; but do your wills 
upon me." And so, quietly and patiently pray- 
ing unto the Lord, she abode their tyranny, till 
her bones and joints were almost plucked asun* 
der ; and ^e was, after her two hours' subse- 
quent reasoning with the monster Wrisley, tak- 
en up from the floor, and carried away in the 
chair. 

Females of England! this is popery: this 
is the smooth and glossy serpent that, conceal- 
ing its envenomed fangs, is now seeking to glide 
into the bosoms of your families, to nestle in the 
warmth of your fostering liberality, until, with 
noiseless motion, it attains a vantage ground 
whereon to wrap you in its folds, and leave you 
only the alternative of Anne Askew*— -apostasy, 
or torture and death. 
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The lieptenant of the Tower, fearing Wrisley's 
threats, secretly took boat, and hastened to the 
kipgy declaring the things he had witnessed. Hen- 
ty seemed displeased at the excess of barbarity 
perpetrated, and dismissed the humatle officer 
with assurances of his pardon ; telling him to 
return and see to. his chaise in the Tower. 
There all the wardejos and officials anxiously 
waited the result ; and gave God thanks for the 
success of bis embassy. 

Lascelles, one of Anne's fellow martyrs, in- 
quiring if it w^e true that she had recanted, 
received from her this letter :— 

'^O friend> most dearly beloved in God, I 
marvel not a little what should move you to 
judge in me so slender a faith as to fear death, 
which is the end of all miseries. In the Lord I 
desire you not to believe of me^ such weakness. 
For I doubt it not but God will perform his work 
in me, like as he hath begun. I understand th^ 
council is not a little displeased, that it should 
be reported abroad that I was racked in the 
Tower. They say now, that what they did there 
was but to fear me ; whereby I perceive they 
are ashamed of their uncomely doings, and fear 

8» 
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much lest the king's majesty should bare iafer- 
mation thereof; wherefore they would no man 
to Doise it Well, their cruelty God forgire them ! 
Your heart, in Christ Jesus. Farewell and pray." 
The rest of her' time she employed in writing 
a strong denial of the foul calumny, that she ever 
had, in any sort, recanted or swerved from the 
truth : with a fuller confe^ion of her faith than 
any that had preceded it Her last writing was 
this beautiful prayer. ^ O Lord, I have more 
enemies now than there be hairs on my head ; yet, 
Lord, let them never overcome me with vain 
words, but fight thou. Lord, in my stead, for on thee 
cast I my case. With all the i^ite they can ima- 
gine, they fall on me, which am thy poor ^ea* 
ture. Yet, sweet Lord, let me not set by them 
which are against me, for in thee is my whole de- 
light And, Lord, I heartily desire of thee, thi^ 
thou wilt of thy most merciful goodness forgive 
them that violence which they do and have done 
imto me. Open also thou their blind hearts, that 
they may hereafter do that thing in thy sight 
which is only acceptable before thee, and to set 
forth thy verity aright, without all vain fantasy 
of smful men. So be it, Lord, so be it" 
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Tbfee Christians, Nidiolas Belenian, a. priest 
of Shropshire^ John Adams, a tailor, and John 
Lascelles, a gentleman of Henry's courts were 
ordered to the flames with Al^le Askew. Stakes 
Were set in Smithfield, at three of which the men 
were i>iaced; while Anne, vfho was unable to 
walk or stand, from the ^eots of the rack, was 
brought to the fourth in a chair, and fastened to 
it by an iron chain, which, passing round her 
waist, upheld her bruised and broken body. 
Dr. Shaxton, a wretched apt)state, preached a 
sermon to which Anne Askew diligently gave 
lieed; like Kerby, as&sentmg when he spoke 
tratii, and where he erred, detecting and expos* 
ing it The concourse of spectators was so great 
tiiat a space was obliged to be railed in to keep 
off the pressure; while, imder St. Bartholo- 
mew's church, on a judicial bench, sat Wrisley 
the tormentor, chancellor of England, the duke 
of Norfolk, earl Bedford, the lord mayor and 
others. Guilt is ever fearful; and on hearing 
that some gunpowder was strewed upon the 
bodies of the martyrs, they exhibited no small 
alarm, lest the faggots might thereby be driven 
towards them. This being appeased by earl 
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Bedford, all remained quiet. Then Wrisleysent 
to Anne Askew letters offering her the king's 
pardon if she would recant. She, averting her 
eyes, and refusing to look on them, nobly 
answered, that she came not thither to deny her 
Lord and Master. The letters were then ofiered 
to the others, who, following her example, would 
not look at them ; whereupon the lord mayor 
commanded fire to be pot unto them. And thus, 
says Fox, the good Anne Askew, with these 
blessed martyrs, being troubled so many ways, 
and having passed through so many torments, 
having now ended the long course of her ago- 
nies, being compassed in with flames of fire, as 
a blessed sacrifice unto God, slept in the Lord 
A. D. 1546, leaving behind her a singular 
example of Christian constancy for all men to 
follow. 



KATHERINE HUT— JOAN HORNS—ELIZABETH 

THACKVEL. 

On the 16th of May, 1^56, three poor women 
were burned in Smithfield — ^Katherine Hut, 
Joan Hobns, and Elizabeth Thaceyel ; the first 
a widow, the other two maids. Sir John Mor- 
dannt and Mr. Tyrrel, had the merit of delir- 
ering them into Bonner's hand. Maboabet 
Ellis was joined with them in the same accu- 
sation, and with them also condemned, but she 
slept in the Lord before she could be brought 
from her prison to the stake. At their exami- 
nation they showed such simplicity and igno« 
ranee on some points, as would have moved any 
judge to pity, save the wretch who presided ; 
for when Bonner recited the second article, they 
answered that they did not know what a sacra- 
ment was. Hut and Thackvel adding that ma- 
trimony, baptism, and the Lord's supper, were 
sacraments ordained in the church ; but wheth- 
er the other specified in this article be sacra- 
ments, as they heard them called, ordained by 
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God or not, they could not tell. Margaret Ellis, 
being examined si'parately, as indeed they all 
were, as to the number of sacraments, answered 
she could not tell : she had heard that there was 
one sacrament, but what it was she did not 
know. On the fourth article theyishowed a 
happy knowledge; for Hut remarked that 
though at fourteen years of age she was of the 
faith in which she had been christened, yet it 
was a dead faith ; for she did not then under- 
stand what she believed. Horns said that she 
began at eleven years of age to learn the faith 
set forth in King Ed ward's days : in which faith 
and religion she had hitherto, and then did, and 
would hereafter continue, God so assisting her. 
To the fifth article they all replied to this effect, 
that as touching the mass, they knew no good- 
ness in it ; and as touching the sacrament of the 
altar, they believed Christ's natural body to be 
in heaven, and not in the sacrament of the altar. 
As to the see of Rome, they acknowledged no 
such supremacy in that see ; neither had they 
anything to do therewith. In answering the 
sixth, they all refused to be reconciled or united 
to the church of Rome ; or to any other charch 
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contrary to that wherein they then stood, and 
i^hich they did profess. Katherine Hut, reply- 
ing to the next, said that the reason of her not 
going to church was, because neither the ser- 
vice in Latin, mass^ matins, or evensong, were 
used and ministered according to God's word ; 
and furthermore, that the mass was an idol ; 
neither was the true body and blood of Jesus 
Christ in the sacrament of the altar, as they^ . 
made men believe. She also stated that she was 
of the jurisdiction of Canterbuiy, not of London. 
How little that weighed with Bonner, the case 
of archdeacon Philpot had proved. 

They were sent back to prison till the thir- ^ 
teenth of April, when being brought up for final 
judgment, the widow Hut, standing before the 
bishop, boldly and constantly stood to her former 
confession, neither yielding to his promises nor 
cast down by his threats. Being required to say 
her mind respecting the sacrament, and to return 
to the catholic faith, she said, ^^ 1 deny it to be 
Qod, because it is a dumb God, and made with 
men's hands." In this she simply persisted, 
and received her sentence. The young girl, 
Horns, in like manner, showed herself a true 
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follower and martyr of Christ When ivged 
upon the subject of their great idol, and pressed 
to acknowledge the wafer God, she said, '^ U 
you c^n make your god to shed blood, or to show 
any condition of a true and lively body, then 
will I believe you : but it is but bread, as touch- 
ing the substance thereof, and that which you call 
heresy I trust to serve my Lord God in;" C!on- 
ceming th^ Roman see, she said, '^My lord,! 
forsake all his abominations; and from them 
good Lord deliver us !" From this, her staUe 
^nd constant assertion, says Fox, who most ten- 
derly and feelingly relates what he very proba- 
bly witnessed, when the bishop was too weak 
to remove her, and too ignorant toconvince her, 
he knocked her down with the butcherly axe of 
his sentence. And so the holy virgin and mar- 
tyr, committed to the shambles of the secular 
sword, was offered up with her other fellows, a 
burnt sacrifice to the Lord, in the savor of a 
sweet and pleasant smell. No less his strength 
and grace appeared in the other maid, Eliza- 
beth Thackvel, whose heart and mind the Lord 
had so confirmed in his truth, so armed vnth pa- 
tience, that as her adversaries could by no soffi- 
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cient knowledge of scripture convict her affirma- 
tion, so by no forcible attempts they could re- 
move her confession. Whereupon she standing 
to the death, being in like sort condemned, by 
the same unbishop-like persecutor, gave her life 
willingly and mildly for the confirmation and 
sealing up of the sincere truth of God's word. 

These three innocent and godly women, thus 
falsely and wrongfully by men condemned, for 
the just quarrel and cause of God's gospel, were 
had < to Smithfield, and there, cruelly bound to 
the stake, gave their bodies to the tormentors ; 
their spirits they commended to God ; for whose 
glory they were willing and ready to suffer what- 
soever the cruel hands of their enemies should 
work against them, dying more joyfully in the 
flaming fire than some of them that burned them 
did, peradventure, in their beds. Such a Lord is 
God ; glorious and wonderful in all his saints. 
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Essex, which had already sent so many mar- 
tyrs to testify and suffer for the truth, now yield- 
ed no fewer than thirteen to feed one dreadful 
blaze. The heart trembles at such details ^ but 
these things are recorded for our solemn warn- 
ing ; and on our heads will be the conseqaen- 
ces if they be repeated in vain. The names of 
these victims were H. Adlinoton, a sawyer; 
L. Paknam, a smith ; H. Wtb, a brewer ; W. 
Halltw£l, a smith ; J. Bowter, a weaver ; G. 
ScABLEs, a tailor; E. Hubst, a laborer; L 
Cawch, a broker; R. Jackson, a servant; J. 
Drrbifall, a laborer; and J. Routh, the same ; 
with two women, Elizabeth Pefpeb, virife of a 
weaver, and Agnes Geoboe, the wife of a hus- 
bandman, whose former wife was burned also at 
Colchester. Of these, Henry Wye had been ser- 
vant to Higbed, the tinartyr, which circumstance 
led to his first being suspected. Adlington com- 
ing to Newgate to speak with a friend who was 
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then prisoner there for the testiniony of Jesus 
Christ, was seized on suspicion of holding the 
same doctrines* They all answered clearly and 
decidedly to the articles, holding fast the faith 
which they professed. Some circumstances at- 
tended this case, of aggravated atrocity ; for after 
Bonner had pronounced their condemnatioii 
when they were taken to Stratford-le-Bow, the 
place of their martyrdom, they were separated 
into two parties, and each was told by the sher-» 
ifif that the other party had recanted ; to per- 
suade them to do the same. He received, how- 
ever, the same answer from all, that thdr faith 
was not builded on man, but on Christ crucified. 
Finding his purposes defeated by their constan- 
cy, he led them without further delay to the im- 
mense pile prepared for this awful sacrifice of 
human life to the great Antichrist of Rome, 
where . the eleven men were fastened by long 
chains to three stakes, which they embraced and 
kissed, all together praying earnestly to God, 
and rejoicing that none were missing from their 
blessed company, who had all been so foully be- 
lied to each other by the sheriff. The two wo- 
men had neither stake nor chain, but were left 
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loose among the fagots, where they stood as qm- 
etly as though they had been fettered ; the pre- 
cious bands of love which bound them to Christ 
and to each other, being stronger than links of 
iron. But this was not all : Elizabeth Pepp^ 
was advanced in pregnancy, which she mention- 
ed to a woman who assisted her to prepare for 
the fire ; and on being asked why she had not 
told it to the murderers, she replied, "Why, 
they knew it well enough," Their bodies were 
all consumed together ; and thirteen spirits join- 
ed at once the noble army of martyrs in heaven. 
Three' others had been condemned with them, 
and were ready to go to the same death : but for 
some reason, cardinal Pole sent them a dispen- 
sation for their lives, although it does not ap- 
pear that they recanted. Their names stand 
with the foregoing thirteen at the foot of a con- 
fession of faith, which they all signed, in conse- 
quence of Fecknam having falsely reported in a 
sermon of his, that they greatly differed from 
each other in their doctrine. In this document, 
after having contradicted Fecknam's calumny, 
and declared their perfect unity and agreement, 
they state the five following points in their be- 
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lief. " I. That there are but two sacraments in 
Christ's churchy that is, the sacrament of bap- 
tism, and the Lord's supper. For in these is 
contained the faith of Christ's church ; that is, 
the two testaments, the law and the gospel. 
The effect of the law is repentance; and the ef- 
fect of the gospel, remission of sins. II. We be^ 
lieve that there is a visible church, wherein the 
word of God is preached, and the holy sacra- 
ments duly ministered, visiUe to the wicked 
world, although it be not credited ; and by the 
death of saints confirmed; as it was in the time 
of Elias the prophet, as well as now. III. The 
se^ of Rome is the see of Antichrist, the congre- 
gation of the wicked, mrhereof the pope is head, 
under the devil. IV. The mass is not only a 
profanation of the Lord's supper, but also a blas- 
phemous idol. V. God is neither spiritually nor 
corporeally in the sacrament of the altar (mean- 
ing the elements) ; and there remaineth no sub- 
stance in the same, but only the substance of 
bread and wine. For these articles of our be- 
lief, we being condemned to die, do willingly 
offer our corruptible bodies to be dissolved in the 
fire; all with one voice assentbg and consent- 

9* 
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ing thereuntOy and in no ppint (fissenting or dis- 
agreeing from any of our former articles. .J^p- 
parent also and let it be, and known, that being 
of the former articles before the bloody biidbop 
examined, the said day and tune, we affirmed to 
belier^ all that he or they would prove by the 
scriptures. But he said that he would not stand 
to prove it with heretics; but said they tbemselyes 
were the holy church, and that we ought to be- 
lieve them, or else be cut otf like withered 
branches/' To this were subscribed the names of 
the thirteen martyrs, with those of Thomas Free- 
man^ William Stannard, and William Adams : 
the three who were rescued by the intervention 
of Pole. 



THE GUERNSEY VICTIMS. 

In the Isle of Guernsey a woman of very 
abandoned character, named Vincent Gossett, 
stole a silver cup which she took to an honest 
simple neighbor, Perotine Massey, desiring her 
to lend her sixpence upon it* Perotine, convin- 
ced that it was stolen, gave her the sixpence 
and took the cup, in order to discover the own^ 
and restore it. She did so ; and the person who 
was robbed apprehended Vincent, who at once 
confessed the fact, and offered, if sixpence was 
given her, to redeem and restore the vessel 
This was done. 

The officers who had accompanied this thief 
to the house where Perotine dwelt with her 
mother and sister, reported to have seen there a 
pewter dish, from which some name or inscrip- 
tion had been scratched out ; which led them to 
surmise that the article had been stolen. On 
this supposition, the three women were taken 
into custody and imprisoned. After some time 
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tbey were, at their earnest entreaty, brought to 
trial ; when it appeared from the testimony of 
all their neighbors and acquaintance, that their 
lives were irreproachably honest ; their charac- 
ters above suspicion, and the only fault found 
with them by those who knew them, was that 
they failed in obedience to the commands of 
^* holy chwch." The result of the trials was, 
that Vincent Gosset was whipped, set in the 
pillory, and banished from the island ; while the 
three women, Catherine Cawches, GmHemine 
Gilbert, and Perottne Massey, were remanded 
to prison for not coming to mass. 

This niatter appertaining to the spiritual 
power, their worthy coadjutors of the temporal 
arm sent a notification to Jacquea Amy, the dean 
and his curates, apprising them that the women 
were suspected of heresy. The poor creatures 
were then examined by the justices touching 
their faith, when they said they would obey and 
keep the ordinances of the king and queen, and 
the commandments of the church ; notwithstand- 
ing that they had said and done the contrary in 
the time of king Edward, in showing obedience 
to his ordinances and commandments before. 
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Hey were then sent bac]|: to prison, till an an- 
swer should arrive from the dean and his accom- 
plices, wliich answer was a condemnation of the 
parties for heresy, without having heard a word 
even of the foregoing examination. When the 
bailiff and jurates found that the women had 
not been questioned by the dergy, they refused 
to confirm the sentence that day; and sent them 
to th^e wolves in shepherd's guise, who, after 
a separate private examination, of which no ac- 
count on record was ever given, recommitted 
them to the castle ; and within a fortnight af- 
terwards, directed his final sentence to the secu- 
lar power; that Catharine Cawches and her 
two daughters were found heretics, and con- 
demned and judged on that day to be burned, 
imtil they be consumed to ashes, in the place 
accustomed, with a confiscation of all their goods, 
moveables, and heritages, to be in the hands of 
the king and queen's majesties, according and 
after the effect of a sentence delivered in justice 
by Mr. Dean and the curates, the I3th day of 
July, 1556. 

The poor unoffending, ignorant creatures at 
once appealed to the king and queen, against 
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horrible act of blood-thirsty malice ; bat ci 
this the murderers would not hear : and they 
were directly led to the place of slaughter^ 
To enter fully on what ensued is impossibles- 
human nature recoils from it Three stakes 
were set up ; to the central one was fastened 
the mother, her two daughters bebg on either 
side. An attempt was made to strangle thenu 
but the rope broke, probably from bemg burnt, 
and they all fell alive into the fire, the intense* 
ness of which was sufficient to burst their tortur- 
ed bodies. 

It was then that a fourth victim was discov- 
ered : a fine little boy, the offspring of Perotine, 
was seen lying among the flames, and thence was 
ilhatched unhurt by a bystander, who laid the 
poor babe on the grass. But who should dare to 
rescue a heretic from the strong grasp of the 
holy catholic church ? Without a judicial order 
nothing could be done ; so the little innocent 
was taken up and carried to the provost, who 
declining to. decide on so difficult a point, sent 
it to the bailiff : and he, too orthodox to err on 
the side of mercy, humanity or common justice, 
gave orders to take -it back and throw it into 
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ike flames. And so, to quote the exquisite lan- 
guage of Fox, the infant.baptized in its own 
blood, to fill up the number of Grod's innocent 
saints, was both born and died a martyr ; leav- 
ing behind to the world, which it never saw, a 
spectacle wherein the whole world may see the 
Herodian cruelty of this graceless generation of 
catholic tormentors* 

In the early part of Elizabeth's reign, Mat- 
thew Cawches, brother of the elder victim, 
presented a supplication to her majesty's com- 
missioners, relating the above facts attest- 
ed by the neighbors. The queen ordered an 
immediate inquiry into the matter, which ended 
in the dispossession of the villanous dean of all 
his livings, and his committal to prison. The 
accessories to this ^^ bloody murder," as it was 
rightly termed, were obliged publicly to ac- 
knowledge their crime in wrongfully condemn- 
ing the three women and the infant, and having 
at the same time also knowingly acquitted a 
wilful murderer ; and on this open confession 
and submission their pardon was granted. It 
was perhaps necessary ; for had queen Elizabeth 
commenced executing justice upon all who 
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could be" proved to have committed barbaivN 
murders with their accesfiories before, at, ai 
after the fact, she must hare well nigh depopi 
lated the whole realm of England : which ma 
God, in his infinite mercy, even yet preset 
from the withering curse of popery, for his 
Son's sake ! Amen. 



JOAN WASTE 

Another victim selected was a young womai 
of twenty-two, named Joan Waste, blind fron 
her birth. She Uved in Derby ; the bishop o 
the diocese, Ralph Baine, with Dr. Draycoti 
his chancellor, sir John Port, and a whole part; 
of officials, gentry and bailiffs, sat in judgmeo 
to condemn the innocent blood of this afflicts 
girl. She was the daughter of a barber, an hon- 
est, industrious poor man : and Joan, notwith- 
standing her blindness, contrived, while yet very 
young, to add something to the earnings of ^ 
parents, by knitting, or turning ropes with litt 
father, who occasionally worked at that busi- 
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ifke^ also ; and it ^as rferoarkec^of her, that in 
JO casfe would she be idle. When deprived of 
lluiglooth parents, she resided With her brother; and 
ij; ritn the days of king Edward of blessed memory, 
Q jet|She embraced the privilege of hearing the church 
[y^feriservice in a language that she could understand, 
[t became her daily delight to hear sermons and 
homilies, and 'to join in public worship ; mitH, 
by the influence of the Holy Spirit, she became 
well grounded and settled in the saving faith of 
the gospel. Redoubling hei^ diligence, she earn* 
ed money enough to buy a New Testament, and 
being unable to use it, because of her total blind- 
ness, she went to a man named John Hurt, sev- 
,aeuty years of age, who was a prisoner for debt 



in the castle of Derby. This poor old captive 



, daily read to her a chapter from her beloved book^ 
• unless by idleness, or other unavoidable cause, 
'^/Ihe was hindered; in which case the blind ^I 
^^ took her testament to the parish clerk, or some 
"^^ other person who could read. When she found 
?' , none vrilling to do it freely, she would bargain 
^ for so many chapters, for a price; devoting the 
% few pence saved from her earnings to the pur- 
^, . chase of this greatest of all blessings : and thus 
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creiy clay she had her portion of that which to 
her, as to David, was more to be desired than 
gold ; sweeter also than honey and the honey- 
comb. 

Another thing was remarked of Joan Waste ; 
fhat she could, without a guide^ readily find her 
way to any church in the town of Derby, or to 
any place or person where she had once enjoy- 
ed the hearing of God's word., It cannot be 
wondered at, that, thus constantly exercised in 
the blessed scriptures, she was able to repeat 
whole chapters with ease ; and could reprove 
sin, and impugn errors in doctrine, by unanswer- 
able arguments drawn from the source of all her 
knowledge* Her life also was fully accordant 
with the profession that she made ; and when 
the accession of Mary spread darkness again 
over the land, she continued steadfast, unmova- 
ble, abounding in the work of the Lord,, and 
maintaining an open protest against the abom- 
inations that were done. For this she was call- 
ed to account, before the wretched bishop and his 
guilty accomplices. The articles exhibited against 
her were, first, that she did hold the sacrament 
of the altar to be only a memorial or represen- 
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tation of Christ's body, and material bread, and 
not his natural body unless it werp duly receiv- 
ed. And that it ought not to be reserved from 
time to time over the altar, but immediately to 
^ be received. Secondly, that she held, that in 
receiving the sacrament of the a}tar she did not 
receive the same body that vi^as born of the 
Virgin Mary, and suffered upon the cross for our 
redemption. Thirdly, she held that Christ at 
his last supper did not bless the bread ^that he 
had in his hands, but was blessed himself: and 
by the virtue of the words of consecration the 
substance of the bread and wine is not convert- 
ed into the substance of the body and blood of 
Christ. 

To these she answered, that she believed there- 
in so much as the holy scripture taught her, and 
according to what she had heard preached unto 
her by divers learned men : whereof some 
suffered imprisonment, and others suffered death 
for the same doctrine. Amongst these she nam- 
ed Dr. Taylor, who, she said, took it upon his 
conscience that the doctrine which he taught 
was true ; asking them if they would do so, in 
like case, for their doctrine 1 If not, she desired 
them for God's sake not to trouble her, a blind, 
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poor, aod unlearned woniao^with aay further talk: 
and^she ended by saying that she was ready, 
"with God's assistance, to yield her life for that 
faith, in such sort as they should appoint* The 
Ushop and Dr. Draycott pressed her with ail- 
ments on the omnipotency of Christ, asking why 
was not Christ able as well to make the bread 
his body, as to turn water into wine, to raise 
Lazarus from the dead, and perform other mira- 
cles ? To their sophistry they added grievous 
threats of imprisonment, torture and death, if 
she continued obstinate. The poor girl then, 
probably thinking to convict them of their in- 
sincerity in a belief that no rational person could 
really entertain, told the bishop that if he would 
before that company take it upon his conscience 
that the doctrine which he would have her to 
beUeve concerning the sacrament was true, and 
he would in the dreadful day of judgment an- 
swer for her therein, — as Dr. Taylor, in diveis 
of his sermons, had offered, — she would then 
further answer them. 

The bishop immediately said that he would 
do so : but Draycott, the chancellor, who seems 
to have thirsted for her blood, said, " My lord. 
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you know not what you do : yfu may in no cafiti 
answer for a heretic/' Then he demanded of 
Joan whether she would recant or uo ; telling 
her she should answer for herself; the bishop 
at once yielding to the chancellor's correction. 
The poor girl, perceiving how matters stood, 
said that if they refused to take on th^ir consci* 
ence the truth of w^at they would have her be- 
Keve, she would answer no further : but desired 
ih^m ta do their pleasure ; which they did, by 
pronouncing sentence against ber» and commit* 
ting her to the bailiffs. By them she was kept 
in prison for a month or five weeks, when they 
received a writ from the bishop, requiring them 
to bring her to the parish church of All-hallow% 
where Dr. Draycptt was to make a sermon. 

On the appointed day, the doctor came to the 
church, attended by a train of his worthy asso* 
ciates. The innocent martyr was then 1^ thith* 
er, and placed before the pulpit, where the doc* 
tor began to denounce the poor blind creature, 
declaring to the people thut she was condemned 
for denying the sacrament of the altar to be the 
very body and blood of Christ,, really and subr 
stantially, and was thereby cut off from the 

10* 
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body of the cathflic churcL He said that, ske 
was not only blind of her bodily eyes, but also 
blind in the eyes of her soul : and that as her 
body should, be presently consumed "with mate- 
rial fire, so her soul should be btirned in heU with 
everlasting fire, as soon as it left the body, and 
there remain world without end. He also in* 
formed his congregation tha^ it was not lawfid 
to pray for her; and so, with many terrible 
threats, made an end of his sermon, command- 
ing the bailiffs ^nd attendant gentlemen to see 
her executed. The blessed young believer was 
then taken direct from the church, to a place 
called the Windmill Pit, near the town; and 
there holding her poor brother Roger by the 
hand, she prepared herself for the fire, desiring 
the people td pray with her, saying such pray- 
ers as die had learned, and calling on Christ f<»r 
mercy as long as her life lasted. In the mean- 
while Draycott went to his inn, and indulged 
himself with a comfortable sleep while his vic- 
tim endured the torturing death of the flames. 
Who now, of the two, we cannot but askj is 
Mmforted^ and who tormented ? 
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Thornton and Harpsfield, "whose fiery ha- 
tred to the flock of Christ sent many a soul to 
lie under the altar, soon after had the gratifica- 
tion of burning seven martyrs at once, two men 
and five women, in Maidstone. Waltebl Af^ 
PL£B¥ and Petsoni, his wife; Edmund Allin, 
and Katharine, his wife; Joan Bbacebridge, a 
woman named Mannings, and a blind girl called 
Elizabeth, formed this (fompany. Nothing is 
preserved of their examinations, except that of 
Edmund AUin, who was a miller in Kent, and in 
a year of great scarcity fed the poor, selling his 
corn at half the market price ; also supplying 
their souls with the bread of life, by reading and 
explaining to them the Holy Scriptures. 

In the same diocese, and in the town of Can- 
terbury, these wretched persecutors next sacri- 
ficed another company of seven, of whom four 
were women. They seem to have particularly 
delighted' in trying the faith and torturing the 
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weak bodies of poor females ; but tbe omnipo- 
tency of God endued them with strength and 
fortitude constantly to withstand the utmost ex- 
tremity of this pitiless persecution. The names 
of the victims were as follows : John Fishcook, 
Nicholas WmTE, Nicholas Pardue, Alice Ben- 
DEK, another married woman named Wilson, 
and a widow Beadbeidoe. The case of Alice 
Benuen may serve as a sample of the rest She 
was brought before a magistrate, in October^ 
1656, who demanded why she did not go to 
church : she answered that she could not do so 
with a good and clear conscience, because there 
was much idolatry committed against the glory 
of God. She was then, with many mocks and 
taunts, sent to prison ; but her husband having 
some interest with his wealthy neighbors at Sta- 
plehurst, got them to write to the Bishop of Do- 
ver, who had the chief power of the sword of 
spiritual tyranny in that part of the country. 
He, on receiving the letter, sent for Alice, asking 
if she would go home, and go to the church : 
she replied, " If I would have so done, I need 
not to have come hither." "Wilt thou go 
home," said he, " and be duiven of thy parish 
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priest !" She said, " No, that she would not/' 
However, he repeated, *^Well, go thy ways 
home, and go to the church when thou wilt" 
She made no answer, to this; but a priest stand- 
ing by, said, " She^saith that she will, my lord : 
wherefore let her go.'* On this she was set at 
liberty, and returned to her home ; where her 
husband, as he before had done, urged her to go 
to mass, which she constantly refused to do. 
After a fortnight's unsuccessful persuasion, he 
went OH Sunday to the church, and by his talk 
^mpng his neighbors there, occasioned his wife 
to be again apprehended, and taken before sir 
John Gilford, who sent her once more to prison* 
Shocking to relate, her husband agreed, for 
some trifling sum of money, to save the consta* 
ble the trouble of taking her to the gaol, by 
guarding her thither himself; but the poor wo- 
m^n, unwilling to let him so disgrace himself, 
went to the constable's, house, and desired him 
to go with her. He said he had not time ; but 
at her entreaty sent his boy to walk beside her ; 
and in this custody the poor creature walked at 
once to her prison in the castle of Canterbury. 
There she found another woman, a neighbor 
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imed Potkins, also in prison for the 
these two agreed together to live on 
TAvup^. halfpenny per diem ; as they heard 
it was a custom there to starve the prisoners, 
when it could be dose, and they wished thus to 
prepare themselves for greater privations. They 
succeeded in making that trifling smn suffice for 
their daily support, during the fortnight that they 
remained together; at the end of that time Alice 
was removed, and Potkins was one of the five af- 
terwards famished in the castle. The oopasion of 
Alice Benden's removal was this : her husband 
went to the bishop, and asked her release ; but 
was told that she was an obstinate heretic, who 
could not be reformed : therefore he could not 
deliver her. Benden then said, " My lord, she 
hath a brother whose name is Roger Hall, who 
resorteth to her. If your lordship would keep 
him from her, she would turn ; for he comfort- 
eth her, giveth her money, and persuadeth her 
not to return or relent.'* The hint was present- 
ly taken, and cruelly acted upon : Alice was 
ordered to closer imprisonment, with a strict 
charge that if her brother came, he should be 
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taken into custody. Alice was carried into a 
dungeon, or vault, the window of which looked 
into a court ; before this window was a wooden 
paling or fence, four feet high, and three feet 
removed from it. . Her lodging was between a 
pair of stocks and the stone wall, a little short 
straw being strewed on thei damp ground. Her 
allowance was a halfpenny's wprth of bread, 
and a farthing's in drink, each day : and thus 
she continued for nine weeks, without a change 
of apparel, until she became a loathsome spec- 
tacle. Meanwhile Roger Hall frequently visit- 
ed the place in search of his sister, at the immi 
nent peril of his life; but owing to the situation 
of her dungeon, the fence before her window 
and its not being generally used as a prison, it 
was long before he found her. One morning 
early, when the keeper, who was also a bell- 
ringer, was absent ringing for early mass, Hall 
came near the spot, and heard his sister's voice, 
singing forth her sorrowful complaint in spme 
of David's psalms. On this he put money into 
a loaf of breads and reached it to her on the end 
of a pole : but neither meat nor drink could he 
convey ; and the keeper'^ orders being to allow 
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but one halfpenny worth of bread, the poor pris- 
oner could not purchase more at any price. At 
her first coming into this noisome place, she was 
exceedingly cast down, and with many grievous 
lamentations inquired why the Lord Grod laid so 
heavy a hand on her, separating her from her 
loving companions, and bringing her into such 
extreme misery ; still, in all her complaints and 
supplications, she would ever repeat the rarse, 
" Why art thou so cast down, my soul ?" add- 
ing, ^^ The right hand of the Most High ican 
change all." She soon received such comfort, 
being strengthened with strength in her soul, 
that she became very joyful in the tribulation, 
and continued so to the time of her deliverance. 
After five months' imprisonment, more than two 
of them passed in this dreadful plight, she was 
again called before the bishop, who asked her 
whether or no she would now go home, and to 
the church; promising her great favor if she 
would conform to their doings. She answered, 
" I am thoroughly persuaded by the great ex- 
tremity you have already showed me, that you 
are not of God ; neither can your doings be 
godly J and I see that you seek my utter destruc- 
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tion '/' at the same time showing them bow she 
was crippled and nearly disabled from moving, 
by the cold taken in that frightful lodging. The 
bishop ordered her to be removed from the filthy 
hole, and sent to West-gate, where, after 
she had been a little cleansed, and new clad, 
the whole of her skin peeled off, as though it 
had been destroyed by some deadly application. 
Here she continued for one month, when she 
was again called before the mitred monster, 
condemned and sent to Canterbury castle, to be 
kept with the rest, until their slaughter-day, 
which was the 20th of June, when she, with the 
other six, passed through a fiery portal to the 
green pastures of heaven. 

When Alice was at the stake, she cast her 
handkerchief to one John Banks, desiring him 
to keep it in remembrance of her; then from 
about her waist she took a white lace, charging 
her keeper to deliver it to her brother, Roger 
Hall, and to tell him that it was the last band 
that she was bound with, except the chain. 
Moreover, a shilling of Philip and Mary, which 
her father had bent, and sent to her when first 
she went to prison, she requested that Roger 

11 
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would, with her obedient salutations, return to 
her dear father, to satisfy him that she had kept 
it, the first piece of money sent to her after 
her troubles began; and also to prove, for 
his satisfaction, that she had never lacked mo- 
ney while in prison. Her six companions had, 
with her, kneeled down, and prayed, with such 
zeal and affection, that even the enemies of 
Christ could not but admire it ; they then un- 
dressed them, and went most cheerfully and joy- 
fully to the fire. One of them, the widow Brad- 
bridge, had two children, named Patience and 
Charity. When the bishop condemned her, she , 
told him that if he must needs burn her, she 
hoped he would take and keep Patience and 
Charity. " Nay," quoth the bishop, " by tjie 
faith of my body, I will meddle with neither of 
them both." 



ELIZABETH COOPER— ALICE MUNT— ROSE 
ALLEN, AND OTHERS. 

Elizabeth Cooper was a pe^frterer's wife, 
dwelling in the parish of St. Andrews, Norwich. 
She had before been in trouble for the truth, and 
recanted to save her life. But life, under the 
))urden.of God's displeasure, she foupd to be 
more intolerable than any kind of temporal 
death ; so, coming to her parish church, during 
the celebration of the popish service, she stood 
up and publicly revoked her former recantation 
made in that place. She declared her sorrow 
for that wicked act, and exhorted the people not 
to take example by her denial of the truth. 
This of course was immediately followed by her 
apprehension, sorely against the will of the 
sheriff, who was compelled to take her into cus- 
tody. She was condemned and brought to the 
stake with Simon Miller; and on first feeling 
the scorching jSame upon her poor weak flesh » 
she shrunk a little, uttering a cry. Miller heard 
it, and putting his band behind him towards her. 



124 AUCS MUHT — BOSS ALI.BN. 

entreated her to be strong and of good cheer ; 
^for, good sister/' said he, '* we shall hare a 
joyful and a sweet supper." Strengthoied hj 
his words, she showed no more alarm or qnqni- 
etness ; bat patiently and joyfully endured the 
raging fire, committing her soul into the hands 
of her heavenly Father, and so, with her stead- 
fast companion, she passed into a blessed eta- 
nity. 

Mention has been made of twenty-two pris- 
oners, sent up from Colchester to London in 
bonds, who were set at liberty upon a mere 
nominal submission. Among these was one 
WiLLi^i Mont, with Alice his wife, and their 
daughter. Rose Allen, a young maiden. This 
godly family, returning to their home in Essex, 
continued, as before, to worship Ood according 
to their consciences, never entering a place of 
idolatrous worship. Their absence from the 
church greatly vexed the parish priest, one Tye, 
who complained heavily of them to lord Darcy, 
and then, in another letter, to Bonner, represent- 
ing them as most pestilent heretics. This brought 
a storm of persecution about God's poor peo- 
ple ; so that they were forced to hide themselves. 
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However^ it did not avail : on a Sunday^ at two 
o'clock in . the morning, the house was entered 
by Edmund Tyrrel, a descendant, Fox says, of 
the Tyrrel who murdered king Edward V., and 
his brother, attended by the bailiff of the faun* 
dred, two constables, and a great number of 
followers, who beset the house, while Tyrrel, 
with a few of his'companions, went to the cham- 
lier where Munt.and his wife were lying, and 
ordered them to rise np and go with him to Col- 
chester Castle. The poor woman was sick, and 
being faint, she requested that her daughter 
might bring her a little drink before she got up. 
This was granted, and Rose, taking a stone pot 
in one hand and a candle in the other, went to 
draw the drink. As she returned, Tyrrel met 
her in another room, and desired her to give her 
father ^nd mother good counsel, that they might 
be better " catholic" people. *' Sir," answered 
the maiden, " they have a beher Instructor than 
I : for the Holy Ghost doth teach them, I hope, 
who I trust will not suffer them to err." On 
this, Tyrrel exclaimed, " Why art thou still in 
that mind, thou naughty hussey ? Marry, it is 
time to look after such heretics indeed." ^^ Sk," 
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replied Rose, " with what you call heresy, do I 
worship my Lord God, I tell you truth." Tyr- 
rel observed, " Then I perceive you will burn, 
gossip, with the rest, for company's sake." 
** No, sir, not for company's sake, but for my 
Christ's sake, if so I be compelled ; and I hope 
in his mercies if he call me to it, he will enable 
me to bear it.". 

Tyrrel, hearing this, turned to his friends 
and said, " Sirs, this gossip will burn ; do you 
not think it 1" One of them replied, •* Marry, 
ar, prove her, and you shall see what she wili 
do by and by." This appeal to the tender mer- 
cies of popery was not lost upon the inhuman 
scoffer. He took the candle from the yoimg 
girl, and seizing her by the wrist, held the back 
of her hand over the flame, burning it across, until 
the sinews cracked asunder. This fact, almost in* 
credible under all the circumstances, was^ attested 
by one who stood by and saw it ; as also by two 
persons who dressed the wound, at a house where 
the innocent family rested the next night on 
their journey. During this- dreadful infliction^ 
the wretch Tyrrel kept exclaiming, " Wilt thou 
not cry 7" addressing her by a vile epithet each 
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time! she answered that she had no cause, she 
thanked God, but rather to rejoice. He had 
more cause, she said, to weep than she, if he 
considered, well the end of the matter. When 
the sinews had burst with a sound that might 
be heard through the house, he thrust her from 
him, with a torrent of the foulest language that 
could be uttered ; and she, when he paused, 
quietly said, " Sir, have you done what ye will 
do V* " Yea," answered this monster, " and if 
you think it be not well then mend it." " Mend 
it !" repeated Rose ; ** may the Lord mend you, 
and give you repentance, if it be his will. And 
now, if you think it good, begin at the feet, and 
burn the head also ; for he that set you to work 
shi^ll pay you your wages one day, I warrant 
you." She then carried the drink to her moth- 
er. During her imprisonment. Rose, describing 
to a friend the manner of burning her liand^ 
said, " While it was burning, I, having a pot in 
my other hand, might have laid him on the face 
with it, if I would, for no man held my hand, 
to let me therein. But, I thank God with all 
my heart I did not." Being asked iy another 
how she could endure such torture, she said it 
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was at fiist Kome grief to her; but afterwards^ 
the longer she barned the less she felt it, or well 
near none at all. 

After this horrible cruelty the party searched 
the house further, and finding there a man nam* 
ed John Thurston, with Margaret, his wife, car- 
ried them also to Colchester, on suq^iicion* 
Thurston died there. In the castle was a pris- 
ons named John Johnson, who was joined witii 
the Munts in their condemnation and death. On 
being brought to examination bdbre Chedsq^ 
and others, Hunt said that the sacrament of 
the altar was an abominable idol, and that if he 
observed any part of their popish proceedings 
he should displease Grod, and bring his cuise 
upon him : and therefore, for fear of his ven- 
geance, he durst not do it He was examined 
on many points; but, by the grace of God, he 
stood firm to the truth, and heard his sentence 
read. Johnson, who was from Thorpe, in Es- 
s^, bore a similar testimony, and was also con- 
demned. Alice Munt confirmed, in all respects, 
what her husband had declared, and was made 
partaker of his doom. Last came Rose, who, 
at the age of twenty years, had been akeady 
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permitted to make trial of the Lord's faithful- 
ness in supporting his poor people under the tor- 
ment of fire. She answered very boldly^ when 
examined o;i the seven sacraments of the Ro- 
mish church, and their other ordinances, that 
they stunk in the face of God, and she durst not 
have to do with. them for her life : neither Was 
she any member of theirs, for they were, she told 
tiiem, the members of Antichrist, and so should 
have, if they repented not, the reward of Anti- 
christ. Being asked what she could say of the 
see of the bishop of Rome^ whether she would 
obey his authority or no, s^he replied that she was 
none of his : adding, " As for his see, it is for 
kites, owls, and ravens to swim in, such as you 
be ; for, by the grace of God, I will not swim in 
that sea while I live, neither will I have anything 
to do therewith.'* They condemned her, and 
sending her back to prison with the rest, she con- 
tinued singing for joy, to the wonder of many who 
heard and saw her gladness of heart. In the 
castle they remained continually praising God, 
ind looking for llie day of their deliverance, 
which was not far distant ; for Bonner hastened 
to send dowo the Writ, with his trusty agent 
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Cosins to see it pot into cruel execution, and the 
2d of August vfBS fixed for the murder. 

They were not, however, to be the only vic- 
tims : six other faithful followers of the Lamb 
were to undergo the like fiery trial on the same 
day. These were confined in Mote-hall, another 
prison in Colchester, and had all been condemned 
together. 

Among them were Aones Su^VERsmB, widow, 
of Colchester, who said that she loved no conse- 
cration (meaning the pretended transubstantia- 
tion of the elements), for she thought the bread 
and wine rather the worse than the better for it. 
This poor woman answered them to all they 
said with equal boldness and judgment She 
bore patiently many mocks and taunts, and re- 
ceived her sentence. 

Helen Ewrino, a miller's wife, of the same 
town, was one of the twenty-two prisoners al- 
ready mentioned; and after her deliverance 
had returned home, where she enjoyed not long 
her Uberty, for, meeting with a bailiff of the 
place, whom she knew to be a special enemy 
to Christ's gospel, he came up, jsaluted her, 
and welcomed her back from London. She 
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remarked to him that it was but a Judas's kis^ 
he had given her, for in the end he wonkl, 
she knew, betray her. And so it came to 
pass : he apprehended her a few days after- 
wards, and lodged her in prison. When put 
on her examination, although very hard* of 
hea&ig, she w^ distinct enough in her declara- 
tions, denying with her whole heart all the laws 
set forth by the pope. She too was condemned. 
Last came a young servant maiden, named Eli- 
zabeth Folks, who, having been examined sepa- 
rately on only one article, whether she believed 
there was a Catholic church of Christ or no, 
and answering yea, was delivered to her' uncle, 
who was told to take her home. Bat a report 
being spread that she had recanted, she could 
by no means rest: she wept in great anguish of 
mind and terror of conscience, until she hast- 
ened back to the house of Cosins, and made 
such a statement of her faith that they brought 
her up again with the foregoing five, and exam- 
ined her as to whether she believed the presence 
of Christ's body to be in the sacrament substan- 
tially and really, or no 1 She answered that 
she believed it was a substantial lie, a real lie. 
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At tbis the priests were greatly chafed, and 
again asked her whether, after consecration, 
there remained not the body of Christ in the 
sacrament 1 She replied, that before consecra- 
tion, and after, it is but bread ; and that -which 
maji blesseth without God's word, is cursed and 
abominable by the word. Then«they asked her 
of confession to a priest, of going to hear mass, 
of the authority of the bishop of Rome, and 
other matters ; to all which she answered, that 
she would neither use nor frequent any of them 
all, by the grace of God, but from the bottom 
of her heart utterly detested and abhorred all 
such trumpery. When sentence was read 
against her Chedsey wept much ; but she, at 
the conclusion, kneeled down, and lifting up 
her hands and eyes to heaven, with fervent 
prayer, audibly praised God that ever she was 
born to see that most blessed and happy day, 
that ^e Lord would count her worthy to suffer 
for the testimony of Christ. "And, Lord," 
she said, " if it be thy will, forgive them that 
they have dpne this against me, for they know 
not what they do." Then, rising up, she ex« 
horted all those on the bench to repentance es- 
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pecialiy tnarldog out Maynard, die bailiff, who 
had betrayed Helen ^wrmg, and many others ; 
a man who^e feelings were so seared, that when 
sitting, in judgmoit with the rest on his victims, 
h^ UBoally slept the while. She also warned 
all halting gospellers to beware of blood, for it 
would cry for Tengeance ; and, in concludon, 
laying her hand on the bar at which she stood, 
the eoqrageoos girl told them all, that if they 
did not r^ient their wicked doings therein, un- 
doubtedly that y^ry bar would witness against 
thent, in the d^y of judgment, that they had on 
that day shed innocent bloods 

When the appointed time came, it was re- 
solved to^have two of these hideous exhibitions 
instead of one ; to bum six in the morning, 
and four in the afternoon; so before seven o'clock 
on the morning of August the second, the Lord's 
poor little flock>^ imprisoned in Mote-hall, were 
brought to a plot of ground just outside the 
town-wall, where all was prepared for thdr 
soffermg. Here the martyrs kneeled down, 
makbg their humble payers to God, being 
greatly intemqited by the tyrannous cruelty of 
those about them : one, in particular, who had 
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apostatized fiom tbe trae faith, showed hiinself 
very forward in molesting them ; they therdore 
concluded shortly, and undressed for the fire. 
Elizabeth Folks wished to give her petticoat to 
her poor mother, who came and kissed her as 
she stood at the stake, exhorting her to he 
strong in the Lord ; bat the inhuman tools of 
Satan who surrounded them would not soff^ it. 
The girl therefore threw the garment from her, 
saying, '^ Farewell all the world — ^farewell fa^ 
— farewell hope ;" and, taking the stake in her 
hand and kisang it, ^'welcome«loye." While 
she was being fastened to the stake, the man 
who nailed the chain, missed striking the staple, 
and the hammer gave her a heavy stroke ontibe 
shoulder bone: on feeling it, she suddenly 
looked roiind, then lifting her eyes to the Lofd, 
prayed smilingly awhile, and again gave her- 
self to exhorting the people. 

When all the six were nailed, and the fire 
kindled about them, they with one accord began 
clapping their hands for joy, which so affected 
the people, that they cried out aloud, with a 
general T(»ce, ^<The Lord strengthen them; 
the Lord comfort them^ the Lord pour his 
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merdes upon tbem ;'' ^ith such like exclama- 
tionsy that the outcry .^was v^onderful to bear. 
Meanwhile the blessed martyrs yielded their 
bodies and their souls into the loving hands 
of iiim who is the Saviour of both, and before 
whom they now rejoice, with joy unspeakable 
and full of glory. 

The other fire was prepared in the Castle- 
yard, that same afternoon, and there good old 
Munt, with his sick wife, and constant daughter, 
and Johnson, who left behind him three mother- 
less little babes, were made fast to their stakes. 
They called upon God, exhorted the spectators 
to flee from idolatry, and met the flames with 
such triumphant joy, that the people were no 
less moved than in ihe morning, and responded 
to their prayers and praises with such shouts as 
they had uttered before. Thus entered ten souls 
into glory on that day, to receive the kingdom 
prepared for them before the foundation of the 
world. 



JOYCE LEWES. 

S06N after followed the martyrdoiti ci a 
interesting person. Tfajs was Mrs. Joyce IjBwiSy 
of Mancetter, the birthplace ^f the OloveAy 
whose especial friend she was. Mrs. Lewes had 
been, delicately brought up^delightbg in gaj ap- 
parel, and all the vanities of the higher ra^ of 
society, to which she belonged. She was twioe 
married; her first husband bebg a gentkmaa 
named Appleby ; the second^ Thomas Lewes- 
She went to mass, and did as ofliers, in the he- 
^mng of Mary's reign : but on heai^g the 
particulars of the burning of that holy man Law- 
raice Saunders, at Coventry, she began to pwe 
some heed to the great matter of religion, earn- 
estly inquiring of (hose who she knew fewed 
God, the cause of Saunders' death. She fcrand 
it was for refusing to attend mass; and this 
made her anxious and unquiet. The house was 
close by John Glover's, and to him she very 
often resorted, requestbg him to show her what 
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was 'wrong in tbe mass, and in fbe other tbings 
that were urged as being necessary to salvation, 
GloTet, perceiving both the disturbed state of 
her mind, and her earnest desire to know the 
truth, diligently instructed her in the ways of 
the Lord i not only showing, from his word, that 
the mass and all other popish inventions were 
odious in God's sight, but also reproving in her 
the leve of the world and its onful follies. Un- 
der his godly instruction, the Lord working 
thereby a thorough conviction of her lost estate 
by nature, and her manifold transgressions, she 
g^ew in grace, renouncing all that before hat^ 
been so ensnaring to her, and showibg the most 
earnest desire to devote herself in all things to 
God ; whose love was so largely shed abroad in 
her heart As a necessary consequence of spir*> 
itual knowledge and true faith, she began to 
hate the mass, as an evil and abominable thing. 
H» husband, however, was a furious bigot, and 
"whesa his violence constrained her to attend the 
churchji she could not endure the s|)rinkling of 
. what they call holy water, considering it to be 
injurious to the blood of Christ. So she turned 
her back upon the sprinkler; and for 'this was 
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aeeused to the bishop, as one who deSfixA iint 
sacranients. A dtatioa was immediately seal, 
commanding her to appear forthwith before the 
Udiop ; but her husband to whom it was ddiv- 
ered, became enraged, and told the saaaaoner 
^t if he did not directly tidte it back, he wonU 
oblige him to eat it The dBcer refusing to 
withdraw it, the intemperate man preaently hdd 
a dagger to his heart, and in tiiat way ootnpel- 
led him to swallow the paper, and afterwards to 
dfink to what he had eaten: tiien smt him 
away. Lewes and his wife were of eovamty po^ 
emtoiily commanded to appear bdbre the bish- 
op ; when the gentleman found means, by a fidl 
submission and apology, to obtain pardon, on 
condition that his wife should also sohmit her* 
sdf : but she stoutly told the bishop that by re- 
fomng the holy water, she had neither offisodel 
Grod nor any part of his laws. This grierously 
displeased him ; but in conaderatian of h& be- 
ing a gentlewoman, he would not, as he smd, 
take her at the worst ; so gave her a month's 
respite, binding her husband, under a penally rf 
a hundred pounds, to bring her agiun before him 



at the end, of that time. They were then both 
allowed to depart 

l^rs, Lewes now gare herself to prayer, widi 
increased diligence, calling upon the hatd 
without ceasing, and resorting still to John Glo* 
ver, who carefully instmcted her in God's woidy 
exhorting her aboTe all things to do nothing ia 
a spirit of Tain glory, or for the hope of getting 
a name : for that the danger^ was eiK^reme, if 
she should engage in the cause otherwise than 
at Chrfat hiinwlf might lead her. She wasy 
however, so taught of God m the matter, that 
ike event oouldibe no other than Jnuiynldm. 

When the month was nearly expired, and the 
tone drew very near finr her appearance before 
th^ hish(^, Mr. Glover and others earnestly en? 
treated her husband not to take her to cer* 
tain destruction, but to seek some way of saving ' 
her ; or, at the *worst, ta forfeit the penalty, 
rather than to cast his own wife into the fire. 
To this he answered that he would not lose or 
forfeit anything for her sake ; and so with the 
^irit of a murderer, he carried her to the cruel 
bishop, who examined her, and found her more 
firm and resolute than ishe was before. He 
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threatened ber \rith death ; and for a begining 
of her trouUeSy'Sent her to such a loathsome 
priaony that a matd-servant who was appointed 
to attend her there, fainted away through the 
intolerable stench of the place. In this dun- 
geon was the ladj long kept, who found it, wiA 
Hke presence of Christ, far sweeter than all the 
lionirious delicacies in which she once delighted 
had ever been. 

Many times was Mrs. Lewes examined hy 
Ae persecutors ; but as she grew in grace and 
in the knowledge of her Savioinr, she increased 
ia boldness and constancy ; so that, after a long 
iddle, die was brought up for judgment. The 
bishop attempted once more to move her, rea- 
soning, and asking her why she could not come 
to the mass, to receive the sacraments and sac* 
ramentals of the Holy Ghost She replied, 
** Because I find not these things in God's \vord, 
which you so urge and magnify as things most 
needful for men's salvation. If these things 
were in the same word of God commanded, I 
would with all my heart receive, esteem, and be- 
lieve them." The bishop then said^ *^ If thou 
wilt believe no more than is in the scripture 
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concmiiog matters of salratioiiy thou art in a 
damnable case." At this shocking dedaration 
she appeared very much amazed ; and' moved 
by the Spirit of Qod to rebuke such blasphemy 
against the revelation of his holy i^U, told the 
bishop that his words were ungodly and wicked. 
Sentence was then passed upon her, and sht 
was delivered to the sheriff to be put to death: 
but he, affirming that no one should compel him 
to commit sash, a deed, and bmng also recently 
chosen to office, she continued during a whole 
year in prison, until his shrievalty expired. Fo^ 
this his own life was endangered ; and he sitf* 
fered great trouble and persecution while the 
evil party continued in power. Her long im* 
prisonment was overruled to the good of many ; 
for such was the feeling excited by her deport* 
ment there, that all who were not utterly hard- 
ened against every good impression, bitterly la* 
mented her sufferings ; and must of necessdty 
have abhorred the cruelty that inflicted diem, 
and the accursed root of error whence it sprung. 
At length the appointment of another sheriff 
brought deliverance near to this persecuted 
child of God. The writ de eomburendo, as they 
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called iti^iuf fetched down from London, and 
she, hearing it, sammoned someof her friends to 
meet in her prison, that they might together con- 
SqU how she should so hehave herself on the oo 
caiaion as to render her death most glorious to 
the name of Ood ; most comfortable to his peo* 
pie, and discouraging to his enemies. ^^ As fer 
death," said she^ ^' I do not greatly regard it: 
when I behold the amiable countenanee of 
Ghri9t my dear Saviour, the ugly face of death 
does not greatly trouble me*" She seemed to 
draw great consolation from a very full and ridi 
asBurance of God's love, in decting her to eter- 
nal life.. 

On the evening preceding the day appcunted 
for her slaughter, two priests repaired to the 
house of the under-sheriff^ where she then lay, 
and sent him to inform her that they were come 
to receive her confession ; as they would be sor- 
ry that she should die without making it She 
sent tiiem wbrd^ in answer, that she had made 
her confession to Christ her Saviour; at whose 
hands she was sure to have forgiveness of her 
ams. And as concerned the cause for which 
die vras to die, she had no reason, she said, to 
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confess that, but rather to give unto Ood most 
humble praise, that he did make her worthy to 
suffer death for his word ; and as for any abso* 
lution that they were able to give to her, by the 
pope's authority, she defied it from the bottom 
of her heart. This message the sheriff repeated 
to the priests, who observed : " Well, to-morrow 
her stoutness will be proved and tried ; for al- 
though, perhaps, she hath now some friends that 
whisper her in the ear, to-morrow we will see 
who dare be so hardy as to come near her.'' 
And away they went, in no small anger at hav- 
ing their confession and absolution thus set at 
nought. During that evening the martyr was 
wonderfully cheerful and animated ; yet with a 
mixture of such holy seriousness as showed the 
majesty of the Spirit of God working in her to 
glorify Him. All fear was expelled : death had 
no terrors for her ; and the time was happily 
spent in praying, reading, and conversing with 
the friends who purposely came to comfort and 
strengthen her out of the word of God. 

But about three o'clock in the morning, Sa- 
tan, who never sleeps, and who is particularly 
busy i^itfa the liOrd's people on the approach of 
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death, b^an to assail her, by sbooting the same 
fiery dart wherewith he had grievously harass- 
ed Robert Glover under the same circumstances. 
He put her upon questioning how she could tdl 
that she was chosen to eternal life, and that 
Christ died for her. ^ J grant that he died," 
was the thought suggested ; *^ but that he died 
for thee, how canst thou tell 1" It is, perhaps, 
a ni|tural consequence of so much exercise in 
those matters which are too high for us, and 
limiting within bounds of man's fixing, the effi- 
eacy of the Redeemer's sacrifice, that those who 
do it should at times be perplexed as to their 
personal acceptance before God, even when ly- 
ing low at the foot of that cross where none ever 
perished ; and John Glover, her principal teach- 
er, had been well nigh drowned in despair by 
venturing beyond his depth in those matters. 
Be that as it may, Mrs. Lewes felt the same ter- 
rors ; but some of her friends gave her wise 
counsel, referring her not to the inscrutable de- 
crees of the Most High, but to her own expe- 
rience of his love to her soul, in calling her to 
the knowledge of himself in his blessed word; 
jMid also the evident working of the Holy Spirit 
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in her heart, producing a love to God, a'deare 
to please him, and a wish to be justified by him, 
through the righteousness of his Son. By these 
arguments and persuasions, vnih many promises 
drawn from the Scriptures, the eneay was drir- 
en back, and comfort restored to her soul. 

At eight o'clock the sheriff entered her room, 
and thus bluntly addressed her : — ^^ Mrs. Lewes, 
I am come to bring you tidings of the queen's 
pleasure, the which is, that you shall Uve no 
longer but one hour in this world; therefore, 
prepare yourself thereto; it standeth you in 
hand." The suddenness of the announcement, 
so rydely, grossly, and unfeelingly made, by an 
officer of his authority, somewhat disconcerted 
the^ martyr, who seemed for a moment dismay- 
ed ; but one of her friends standing by, imme- 
diately said, ^^ Mrs. Lewes, you have great cause 
to praise God, who will vouchsafe so speedily 
to take you out of this world, and make you 
worthy to be a witness of his truth, and to bear 
record unto Christ that he is the only Saviour." 
These seasonable words at once revived her ; 
and she said, ^^ Master sheriff, your message is 
welcome to me, and I thank my God that he 

13 
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'will mdce me vforthj to adventure my life ia 
his quarrd-" The sheriff then departed ; and 
returniDg vrithin an hour with weapons and at- 
tendants, went to the chamber to fetch his will- 
ing victim. One of her friends requested per- 
mission to go with her to the stake, there to 
comfort her ; and for granting thb indulgence 
the sheriff was afterwards greatly accused and 
troubled : for thfere was no crime more unpar- 
donable in the sight of Christ's enemies than 
that of showing common humanity to his suffer- 
' ii^ servants. 

The lady was led through the town, guarded 
by many billmen, in the sight of a great multi- 
tude of people, by two faithful friends, M. Mi- 
chael Reniger, and that blessed succorer of 
God's poor hunted sheep, Augustine Bernher. 
She came to the place of execution ; but the 
fresh air proving too overpowering after her 
very long confinement in a close prison, she be- 
came faint, and one of her friends sent to the 
sheriff's house for some drink. Before takmg 
the cup into her hand, this bold and fervent con- 
fessor prayed thrice and loudly, that God would 
most instantly abolish the idolatrous mass, and 
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deliver the realm from papisif ^ .^and 

ly all the people present cr» *** 8, ^f 

the very sheriflf who stood 
ihto the fire for not allowinj 
distinct amen to her prayer for its mstnut ^. 
struction. She then received the cup at her 
friend'3 hand^ and said^ ^^I drink to all them 
that unfeignedly love the gospel of Jesus Christ, 
and wish for the abolishment of papistry.'' 
When she had drank, her friend did the same J 
and very many, especially the women of the 
place, pressed round to take the cup, and pledge 
her in the sentiment that she had uttered. For 
this they were severely plagued by the cruel 
papists; but no enemy could hinder the prayer 
of his persecuted saints from entering into the 
ears of the Lord God of Sabaoth. He prompt* 
ed the petition, for it was his merciful purpose 
soon to answer it : for which be His holy name 
blessed and praised evermore ! 

The martyr was chained to the stake, and 
showed at the time such cheerfulness as none 
could account for : it proceeded from the peace 
which passeth all understanding. She had also, 
even after her long and wasting imprisonment, 
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wil^ght a color in her cheek, and showed sach 
feet patience, that all who had any feding 
eft, lamented with tears the merciless tyranny 
of those blood-thirsty men. When the fire 
reached her, she neither struggled nor moved, 
but just lifted up her hands to heaven, and was 
dead almost immediately; for the under sheriff 
had, at the request of her friends, provided such 
materials for the fire as ensured her speedy dis- 
patch. It was always in the power of the mur- 
derers to shorten, if they chose it, the sufferings 
of their victims : how far they were pleased to 
do this, let the lingering torments of which we 
have been compelled to give recital declare. It 
will be a fearful day when God returns to the 
great mother of harlots and abominations of the 
earth the cup that she filled for his saints, and 
£lls it to her double, as he has declared that he 
will do ! 

The miserable instruments of Satan's malice 
hired others to be the ministers of their own, by 
railmg at and reviling this innocent and godly 
lady, both on her way to execution, and when 
she came to the stake. Among these was an 
old priest who took out tablets, to note down the 
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names of such as drank with Mrs. Lewes ; and 
-when he could not discover the names of any of 
her friends, he wrote out a description of their 
apparel which afterwards helped him to ascer- 
tain who they were. By this means, processes 
were drawn out, and sent after them to Coyen- 
try, and other places ; but the wrath of man 
could go no step beyond the limits assigned by 
the Most High^ and through his mercy they all 
escaped. 



MABGAEET THURSTON— AGNES BONGEOR. 

On the 17th day of September, 1558, two 
women were martyred at Colchester. One, 
Maegabet Thurston, was the widow of the faith- 
ful servant of God who had died in Colchester 
castle ; the other, Agnes Bongeor, was among 
the prisoners in Mote hall. Both were condem* 
ned to suffer with Uie other ten ; but Agnes be- 
ing wrongly named in the writ, the sheriff kept 
her back. It seems that Margaret had wavered 
and shrunk when the hour of trial came ; and 
80 was left behind ; but her hesitation was only 

13» 



150 THUB8T0N — B0N6E0R. 

th^ momentary weakness of the flesh, and she 
at last witnessed a good confession. 

When Agnes Bongeor saw herself separated 
from the party led forth to die, her anguish of 
spirit was ejttreme: she wept most bitterly, 
imagining herself denied of the Lord^the privilege 
of suffering for His holy name : it was a spec- 
tacle of pity and wonde^ to all who came near 
her, to behold her deep afHiction. On the moTOr 
ing of the burning, she had put on a long new 
garment, for the stake ; and having a little in- 
fant at her bosom, which she had most tenderly 
nursed and nourished during her imprisonment, 
Bhe delivered it up to a nurse, and so, breakmg 
the last and tenderest of her earthly ties, expect- 
ed to enter on that day into the presence of 
Him for whom all was forsaken. While she 
thus lamented and bewailed herself under the 
imwelcome respite, a pious friend came to her, 
and asked whether Abraham's obedience was 
accepted before God ; for that he did sacrifice 
his son Isaac in being willing to offer him? 
She replied, " I know that Abraham's will be- 
fore God was allowed for the deed, in that he 
would have done it, if the angel of the Lord had 



THURSTON — BONOEOR. 151 

not Stayed him: but I am unhappy, the [Lord 
thinketh me not worthy of his dignity, and 
therefore Abraham's case and mine are not 
alike." " Why," said her friend, " would you 
not willingly have gone with your company, if 
God should have suffered itl" She replied, 
" Yes, with all my heart ; and because I did not^ 
it is now ray chief and greatest grief." Then 
said h^r friend, " My dear sister, I pray thee 
consider Abraham and thyself well, and thou 
shalt see thou dost nothing differ from him in 
will at all." "Alas!" she answered, "there 
is a far greater matter in Abraham than in me, 
for Abraham was tried with the offering of his 
own child, but so am not I ; and therefore our 
cases are not alike." " Good sister," returned 
tiie other, " weigh the matter but indifferently. 
Abraham, I grant, would have offered his son : 
and have you not done the like in your suck- 
ing babe ? But consider further than this, my 
good sister; when Abraham was commanded 
but to offer his son, you are heavy and grieved 
because you offer not yourself; which goeth 
somewhat more near you than Abraham's obe- 
dience did : and therefore before God, assuredly 
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is no less accepted and allowed in his holy pres- 
ence: which, further, the preparing of your 
shroud doth also argue full well." This talk 
afforded some encouragement to the Lord's dear 
mourning child : she moderated her grief, and 
giving herself wholly to readmg and prayer, 
found therein great comfort 

But her crown was sure : in little more than 
three weeks the writ came down for the slaugh- 
ter of these foor lambs of Christ; and then 
Margaret Thurston, greatly lamenting her for- 
mer backsliding, and endued with strength from 
on high to bear a constant testimony to 1h6 
truth, with Agnes Bongeor, rejoicing in the at- 
tainment of her earnest desire, went to the fire 
together. There they kneeled down, making 
their humble prayers to the Lord : which done 
they arose, welcomed the chain that bound them 
to the stake, and, encompassed in flames, with 
singular joy and triumph gave up their souls in- 
to the, hands of their loving Saviour. Who can 
doubt that they had an immediate and joyfal 
meetin^Vith the blessed spirits who had lately 
trod before them the fiery path to heaven ! 



CICELY ORMES. 

When Simon Miller and Elizabeth Cooper 
were burned at Norwich, there stood by them 
in Lollard's pit, a poor woman named Cicely 
Ormes, wife of a worsted-weaver, dwelling in 
St Lawrence's parish, in that city. She was 
heard to say, that she would pledge them in the 
same cup that they drank of; and for this she 
was taken before the chancellor, who asked her 
what she said to the sacrament of Christ's body. 
She said she believed it was the sacrament of 
the body of Christ. " Yea," repeated the chan- 
cellor ; i'^ but what is that which the priest 
holdeth over his head ?" She replied, " It is 
bread; and if you make it any better it is 
worse." At this the chancellor, in a great heat 
and with many threatening words, sent her off 
to prison. When next he summoned her before 
him he had with him Bridges, and others. He 
then offered her liberty to believe as she would 
provided she attended church, and kept her 
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tongue quiet. Cicely told him she "would not 
consent to his wicked proposal^ for if she did, 
God would surely plague her. The chancellor 
said he had shown more favor to her than he 
had ever done to any, being loth to condemn her, 
as she was but ah ignorant, unlearned and fool- 
ish woman. She immediately told him, that ii 
he did, he should not be so desirous of destroy- 
ing her sinful flesh, as she, by God's grace, would 
be content to give it in so good a quarrel. On 
this he rose up, read the sentence, and delivered 
her to the secular officers, who kept her prisoner 
in the Guildhall till the day of her death. 

Cicely Ormes was one of those poor ones, 
rich in faith, who are often chosen to be the 
heirs of God's kingdom. Her father was a tail- 
or, at East Dereham. She had once recanted, 
and for a whole year conformed to the reigning 
abomination ; but her mind was so troubled by 
it, that at the time of her apprehebsion she had 
about h«r a letter, whi^h she had just written to 
the chancellor, declaring that she would no lon- 
ger dissemble, that she repented her recantation 
from the bottom of her heart, and would never 
again be guilty of the like while she lived. On 
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the fifth of July she was apprehended ; and on 
the twenty-third pf September, between seven 
and eight o'clock' in the morning, she was 
brought out to execution by the sheriffs, people 
to the number of two hundred being assembled 
to witness the murder. Having^ kneeled at the 
stake, in prayer to God, she said, on rising, 
" Good people, I believe in God the Father, 
God the Son, and God the Holy Ghost, three 
persons, and one God. This do I not, nor will 
I recant : but I recant utterly, from the bottom 
of my heart, the doings of the pope of Rome, 
and all his popish priests and shavelings. 1 
utterly refuse and never will have to do with 
them again, by God's grace. And, good people, 
i would you should not think of me that I be- 
lieve to be saved in that I offer myself here unto 
the death for the Lord's cause ; but I believe to 
be saved by the death and passion of Christ; 
and this my death is and shall be a witness of 
my faith unto all you here present. Good peo- 
ple, as many of you as believe as I believe, pray 
for me." She then went up to the stake, and 
laid her hand upon it, saying, " Welcome the 
cross of Christ." This stake being the same at 
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which Miller and Cooper had been bnmed, was 
still black with the smoke of their fire, and ^il- 
ed her hand ; which, when she saw, she^ quietly 
wiped it with her shroud. Then again touch- 
ing the stake with her hand, she drew nearer 
and kissed it, repeating, '^ Welcome the swee^ 
cross of Christ!" When she. was bound to it 
and the flames rose, she broke out into praise, 
ssying, '^ My soul doth magnify the Lord ; .and 
my spirit rejoiceth in God my Saviour." She 
then joined her hands together, held them before 
her breast, cast her eyes upwards, and slowly 
and gradually raising her joined hands higher 
and higher, as the shrinking sinews compelled 
her to do ; she $o stood till ti^e sinews biust, the 
arms fell, and she died as motionless, as calm, 
and quiet, as if she had been all the while in a^ 
gentle slumber; 

Thus, Lord, hast thou chosen the weakest 
things of the world to confound those things 
that be mighty ; and in thy saints thou art glo- . 
rified ! 



MAKGARET MEABING. 

> 

« Margabet Meabino was brought to her exam- 
ination with Mr. Rough : she had been one of 
his congregation ; and so far was he from ex« 
pectmg to find in her a stake-fellow, that he 
entertained, as did many others, strong suspi- 
cions of her sincerity. She was always too bu- 
sy ; and frequently brought in strangers among 
them, and appearances were so much against 
her that Rough had proceeded so far as to ex- 
communicate her from their little Christian com- 
pany, only on the Friday before he was taken. 
This exceedingly grieved and offended the poor 
woman ; and in the first warmth of her dis- 
pleasure she said to a firiend that she would re- 
move them all : but shortly after, the news of 
their pastor's capture dispelled all her anger. 
She found that none of his friends were permit- 
ted td* s^ him in the bishop's prison ; so taldng 
a clean Ihirt m a basket, she presented herself 
as lis sister, got admission as such, and afforded 
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him no small comfort. When she heard that 
Sergeant was suspected of having betrayed him, 
she went to his house, and inquired if Judas 
dwelt not there. She was answered that there 
dwelt no such person there. " No ?" said she, 
" dwelleth not Judas here that betrayed Christ? 
his name is Sergeant." Finding that she could 
not speak with him, she went away. A few 
days afterwards, while stdnding at the end of 
Marklane, she saw Cluny, Bonner's summoner, 
enter her house; and immediately following 
him, she readily delivered herself into his hands. 
When brought before the bishop, she answered 
to the usual articles^ with great honesty and sdm- 
plicity, denouncing the mass as the cup of 
abominations mentioned by St. John ; and their 
church as that of Antichrist. All her replies 
were equally distinct, and when after the usual 
short interval, she was again called on to say 
whether she would stand to those answers ; she 
replied, ^^ I will stand to them unto the death ; 
for the very angels of heaven do laugh you to 
scorn, to see your abominations that you ase in 
the church." She was then condemnedp:akeii 
to Newgate, and on the next day but one, paiy 
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took the crown of martyrdom with the pastor 
who had little hope to find in her such constan- 
cy and faith. 



ALICE DRIVER. 

There "was one Noone, a justice in Suffolk, 
who did good service to the antichristian church, 
by hunting out and destroyiag God's people. 
He heard.of two, Alex^lndee Oough, of Wood- 
bridge, and Alice Drives, the wife of a man 
dwelling at Grosborougb, near which he resided ; 
imd learning that they were then both in the 
neighborhood, he commenced a careful search 
for them. The poor people went into a heap 
of hay to hide themselves ; but by piercing it 
with pitchforks, the adversaries discovered and 
took them to Molton gaol ; and thence to the 
assizes at Bury, where they stood most boldly to 
the confession of Christ crucified, rejecting the 
pope and all his pernicious doings. Alice Dri- 
ver was particularly earnest : and for Ifkening 
queen Mary in her persecutions to Jezebel, who 
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slew the prophets of the Lord, the presiding 
judge ordered her ears to be cut off, which was 
done; she cheerfully submitting to. it After 
this they were taken back to Molton ; and last to 
Ipswich for examination before Spensar, then 
chancellor of Norwich. Alice Driver certainly 
used gre^l plainness of speech, putting her 
thoughts into language as unceremonious as it 
was true. She entered the presence of her 
judges with a smiling countenance ; on which 
the chancellor exclaimed, *^ Why, woman, dost 
thou laugh us to scorn 1" She answered, 
<< Whether I do or no, I might well enough, to 
see what fools ye be." He then demanded why 
she was brot^ht before him, and for what she 
had been laid in prison ; she said he knew bet- 
ter than she ; but he declared he did not ; on 
which she observed, " Then have ye done me 
much wrong, thus to imprison me, and know no 
cause why :" addbg a declaration' of her inno- 
cence. Spenser then asked her, '^ Woman, 
woman, what sayest thou to the blessed sa- 
crament of the- altar ? Dost thou not believe 
that it is very flesh and blood, after the words 
be spoken of consecration 1" To this she gave 



ALICE DRIVER. 161 

HO reply: so a p;reat priest standiDg by, asked J| 
her why she answered not the chancellor ? She { 

tamed shqrt upon him, telling him she came not 
to talk with, him, but with his master. The 
chancellor then ordered her to ^peak, and she 
said, ^ Sir, pardon me though I make no answer, 
for I cannot iell what you mean theflHr : for in 
all xaj life I never heard or read of any such sa- 
crament in all the scripture.'' '^ Why, what scrip- 
tures have you read, I pray you 1" " I have, I 
ihank Cbd, read Ghxl's book,'^ she replied. 
^ Why, what manner of book is that you call 
God's book V ^' It is the Old and New Testa- 
mmt : what call you it V* <^ That is God's book 
indeed, I cannot deny," said the chancellor. 
Alice went on : *^ The same book I have read 
throughout, but you never could find any such 
sacrament there : and for that cause I cannot 
make you answer to that thing I know not 
Notwithstanding, for all that, I will grant you 
a sacrament, called the Lord's supper : and 
therefore seeing I have granted you a sacrament, 
I pray you show me what a sacrament is." 
Spenser replied, ^' It is a sign :" and one Dr* 
Gascoigne standing by, confirmed it, saying that 
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it was the sign 6f a holy thing* ^^ You haye 
said the truth, sir," said Alice, '^ it is a sign in- 
deed, I must needs grant it; and therefore, see- 
ing it is a sign, it cannot be the thing signified 
also. Thus far we do agree ; for I have granted 
your OSA saying." Gascoigne then made a 
long s|^^L setting forth his offensive doctrine ; 
and in cMHusion asked her if she did not believe 
the omnipotency of God, and that he was al- 
mighty, and able to perform that he spake. She 
answered that she believed he was able to per- 
form all that he spake and promised. He then 
urged the usual argument, that Christ saying, 
** This is my body," was able to make the bread 
what he declared it to be ; but she denied that 
be had ever said he would do so. She asked, 
*^ Was it not bread that he gave unto them t" 
*^ No, it was his body." ^ Then was it his body 
they did eat overnight," said she. ** Yea, it^was 
his body," answered the doctor. " What body 
was it then that was crucified the next day ?" 
demanded Alice. " It was Christ's body," re- 
plied the doctor. " How could that be," said 
she, *' when the disciples had eaten him over- 
night 1 except he bad two bodies, as by your 
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argument he had ; one *they did eat overnight, 
and the other was crucified the next day ! Such 
a doctor, such a doctrine ! Be you not ashamed 
to teach the people that Christ had two bodies 1" 
She th^n quoted St Luke and St. Paul ; adding, 
'^ I marvel you blush not, before aiy||||people 
to lie so manifestly as ye do." TU^Hior had 
not another word to say; and t^Wnancellor 
lifting his head from his cushion, commanded the 
gaoler to take her away. "Now," said Alice, 
^* that ye be not able to resist the truth, ye com- 
mand i^ie to prison again ! Well ; the Lord in 
the €nd shall judge our cause, and to him I leave 
it. I wis, I wis, this gear will go for no pay- 
ment then." 

On the following day she was taken before 
them again, when the chancellor asked her what 
she said to the blessed sacrament of the altar. 
-She replied, " I will say nothing to it ; for you 
will neither believe me nor yourselves. ^ For 
yesterday, I asked you what a sacrament was, 
and you said it€bs a sign, and I agreed thereto, 
and said it was the truth, confirming it by the 
scriptures ; so that I went not from your o yn 
words' And now ye come again and ask me 



164 AUC£ DBIVSE. 

again of such a sacrament as I told you I nercr 
read of in the scriptures." To this the diaa- 
cellor replied, ^' Thou liest, naoghtj woman ; we 
did not say it was a sign." '' Why, masters," 
she exclaimed, *^ be ye not the men that ye were 
yester^l^ Will ye eat your own words? 
Are y^^^ashamed to lie before all tins mul- 
titude HMfresent, who heard yoa speak the 
samel" Then Dr. Gascoigne stood up, and 
said she was decayed, for there were three 
churches, the malignant church, the chmdi 
militant, and the diorch triumphant: but wh»i he 
tried to make something out of this text, he was 
bewildered. and could not get on* Alice asked 
him to show her a place in the scriptures, where 
&ese churches were mentioned $ whidi he un> 
dertook to do, but of course failed* He prjfr- 
tended to search about him for a New Testament, 
but not producing any, Alice asked him, ^^ Have 
ye none here, sir 1" He said, '^ No ;" and she 
proceeded, ^^I thought so much indeed, that ye 
were little acquainted withal, purely ye be a 
good doctor : you say you si#4iere to give judg- 
n^nt according to the law ; and how can you 
t^e judgment, and have not the book^of the 
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law with you ?" Gascbigne, who seemed greatly 
out of countenance, asked her if she had one ; 
she answered, No. " Then," said he, " I am as 
good a doctor as you." She replied, " Well, 
^ir, I had one, hut you took it from me, as you 
would take me from Christ if yot^H||d, and 
imice would not suffer me to hav^^^Book at 
all, so burning is your charity. jH^ou may 
well know, I thank God, that I have exercised 
the same J else could I not have answered you, 
to God's glory be it spoken, as I have." The 
doctors looked oiie to another, but no one at- 
tempted to say a word. The martyr waited 
awhile, then resumed : *^Have you no more to 
say 1 God be honored, you be not able to re- 
sist the Spirit of God in me, a poor woman. I 
was an honest poor man's daughter, never 
brought up in the university as you have been ; 
but I have driven the plough before my father 
many a time, I thank God. Yet, notwithstand- 
ing, in the defence of God's truth, and in the 
cause bf my Msiter, Christ, by bis grace I will 
get my foot againrf-the foot of any of you all, 
in the maintenance and defence of the sam^ : 
and if I had a thousand lives, they should go 



166 ALICE DRIVES. 

for the payment thereof." So the wretched 
chancellor, unable to answer this fearless cham- 
pion of God's verity, rose, read in Latin the sen- 
tence condemning her to the flames^ and com- 
mitted her to the secular power. Alice then 
returj^^p her prison, praising and glorifymg 
the i^^vf Go^9 ^ joyful as the bird of day. 
Ale^^louch was chiefly examined on the 
sacraments and the ceremonies of their churchy 
and for rejecting these, with the pope's supre- 
macy, he was condemned also. On the fourth of 
November, the month of England's happy deliv- 
erance from queen Mary, these two were brought 
to the stake at Ipswich, and their martyrd<»n 
was marked by the foulest act of impious tyran- 
ny that had been perpetrated ; for the sheriff, 
one Sir Henry Dowell, would not allow thood 
to pray. They had come six miles that morn- 
ing, singing all the way, to their death ; and 
when they kneeled down on a broom fagot, to 
commend themselves to God, this monster com* 
manded the bailiff to stop Ikem, and to nail 
them instantly to the stakck Still they prayed : 
and the sheriff sent one of his men to them, 
with an order to leave ofil Gouch stood up, 
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and said, " I pray you, master sheriff, let us pray 
awhile, for we have but a little time to live 
here." But he cried, " Come off 5 have flynr 
to the fire." They both Said, " Why, master 
sheriff, and master bailiff, will you not suffer us 
to pray ?" " Away !" repeated Sir HejM^ " to 
the stake with them." Gouch sai4HPrrake 
heed, master sheriff; if you forbid prayer, the 
vengeance of God hangeth over yodr heads." 
They were immediately fastened to the stake ; 
and when the chain was passed round Alice 
Driver's neck, " Oh," said she, " here is a good- 
ly neckerchief; blessed be God for it!" 

All being ready, several persons came and ♦ 

took them by the hand, as they stood at the 
stake; whom the sheriff no sooner saw, than he 
called out, '- Lay hands on them — ^lay hands on 
them !" On hearing this, so great a number of 
people ran to the stake, that he thought it more 
prudent not to molest them, so none were taken. 
The Lord's arm was already uplifted to smite 
the destroyer of his people ; and surely such a 
scene as this did not retard the blow. It was 
observed, that a fellow named Bate, a barber in 
IpGwichy was particularly bitter and Tiolent 
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against those martyrs ; and, having on him a 
frieze gown at the time, he presently sold it, 
sa|riw it. stank of heretics. Very shortly after, 
he died miserably ; and the people failed not to 
trace a just judgment in the event* 
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Another victim, the exact date of whose suf- 
; fering is not precisely known, gave striking evi- 
I dence of the power of divine grace, working 
^ in one of the weakest of God's creatures. Her 
/ name was Prest ; she dwelt near Launceston, 
and was the wife of a man in humble life. Her 
husband and children were greatly addicted to 
popery, who often rebuked and grieved her, be- 
cause her mind was greatly alienated from the 
evil way in which they delighted. They drove 
her to mass, to confession, and to return thanks 
for the re-establishment of antichrist's kingdom 
in the land ; and when, after long trouble for 
conscience sake, she made her earnest prayer to 
God for help and direction^ she was led to le- , 
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solve on forsaking all, and committing herself 
to the world rather than thus to dishonor the 
Lord by joining in their idolatrous doi 
cordingly she departed, taking nothin 
and by labor and spinning earned enoH^ to 
support herself, still openly declarirfeJier mind, 
wherever she could. After a timel^owever, 
some officious persons brought hervHljjp her 
husband, where thie neighbors soon accused her 
ot heresy, and had her taken before the bishop of 
Exeter, virho said, " Thou foolish woman, I hear 
say that thou hast spoken certain words against 
the most blessed sacrament of the altar, the body * 
of Christ. Fie for shame : thou art an unlearn- 
ed person, and a woman, and wilt thou meddle 
with such matters, which all the doctors in the \ 
world cannot define ? Wilt thou talk of such high 
mysteries ? Keep thy work and meddle with that 
with which thou hadt to do. It is no woman's 
matter, at cards and tow to be spoken of. And if 
it be as I am informed, thou art worthy to be 
burned," She replied, that she was a poor 
woman, earning a penny truly, and giving part 
of what she got to the poor : and on his asking 
whether she had not a husband, she said she had 
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a husband and children, and had them not. So 
lon^Mhe was at liberty, she refused neither 
hiJi^^^r children ; ^* but now standing here 
as I IPPKid she, '' in the cause of Christ and 
his truth, where I must^ either forsake Christ or 
my husband^ I am content to stick only to Christ 
my hea^dimouse, and renounce the other." 
Here sl^uoted the words of our Lord, " He 
that leaveth not father or mother," &c. : but the 
bishop interrupted her, saying, that Christ spake 
it of the holy martyrs, which died because they 
would not do sacrifice to the false gods. ** Sure- 
ly, sir," she answered, " and I will rather die 
than I will do any worship to that foul idol 
which with your mass you make a god." The 
bishop, in a rage, asked if she would so call the 
sacrament of the altar ; she replied, " Yea, 
truly, there never was such an idol as your sac- 
rament is made of your priests, and commanded 
to be worshipped of alt men, with many fond 
fantasies, ,when Christ did command it to be eat- 
en and drunken in remembrance of his most 
blessed passion for our redemption." After some 
scolding from the bishop, she asked his leave to 
give a reason for refusing to worship the sacra- 
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ment ; and he replied, " Marry, say on ; I am 
sure it will be goodly gear." "Truly, such 
gear as I will lose this poor life of nii|t<%r,'' 
said she. " Then you will be a mar^|^ good 
wife?" "Indeed, if the denying to worship 
that bready god be my martyrdom, I will suffer 
it with all my heart." 

The bishop desired her to say her mind, and 
after requesting him to bear with her, as a poor 
woman, she thus spoke. " I will demand of 
you, whether you can deny your creed, which 
doth say that Christ perpetually doth sit at the 
right hand of his Father, both body and soul, 
until he come again, or whether he be there in 
heaven, our Advocate, and do make prayer for 
us unto God his Father ? If it be so, he is not 
here on earth in a piece of bread. If he be not 
here, and if h^ do not dwell in temples made 
with hands, but in heaven, what, shall we seek 
him here 1 If he did offer his body, once for all, 
why make you a new offering ? If with once 
offering he made all perfect, why do you with 
a false offering, make all unperfect 1 If he be to 
be worshipped in spirit and in truth, why do 
you worship a piece of l|^ad ? If he be eaten 
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and drunken in faith and truth, if his flesh be not 
profitable to be among us, why do you say jou 
mak^liis body and flesh, and say it is profitable 
for body and soul 7 Alas, I am a poor woman ; 
but rather than I would do as you do, I would 
live no longer. I have said, sir." The only an- 
swer the bishop could give, was, " I promise you, 
you are a jolly protestant I pray you in what 
schools have you been brought up ?" She re- 
plied, " I have upon the Sundays visited the 
sermons, and there I have learned such things as 
are so fixed in my breast, that death itself shall 
not separate them." "t) foolish woman !" said 
the bishop, *^ who will waste his breath upon 
thee, or such as thou art ? But how chanceih 
it that thou went away from thy husband 1 If 
thou wert an honest woman, thou wouldst not 
have left thy husband and children, and run 
about the country as a fugitive." " Sir," she 
replied, " I labored for my living ; and as my 
Master, Christ, counse Jleth me, when I was per- 
secuted in one city^i I fled into another." " Who 
persecuted thee 1" " My husband and my chil- 
dren. For whenJJl would have them to leave 
idolatry, and to |Mphip God in heaven, he 
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'would not hear me, but he with his children re- 
buked me, and troubled me. I fled not for uncha&- 
tity, not for theft, but because I would be no 
partaker of that foul idol, the mass. And where- 
soever I was, as oft as I could, upon Sundays 
and holidays, I m^de excuses not to go to the 
popish church." " Belike then," said the bish- 
op, *^ thou art a good housewife to flee from your 
husband, and also from the church." ''My 
housewifery is but small," said the simple, faith- 
ful creature, " but God give grace to go to the 
true church !" " The true church ?" repeated 
the bishop : " what doet thou mean 1" " Not 
your popish church, full of idols and abomina- 
tions ; but where two or three are gathered to- 
gether in the name of God, to that church will 
I go, as long as I live." '' Belike then you have 
a church of your own," observed the bishop : 
'' well, let this mad woman be put down to 
prison, until we send for her husband." " No," 
she replied, '' I have but ope Husband, which 
is here already in this city, and in prison with 
me ; from whom I will never dl|)art" 

Blackstone, the chancellor and others, labor- 
^ed to persuade the bi^op that the poor creature 
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was crazed : wluch was no strange thing, seeing 
how the wisdom of God appears foolishness to 
the carnal mind. They agreed among them- 
selves to let her have some liberty ; and direct- 
ed the keeper of the bishop's prison to give her 
employment in his house, as a servant ; which 
she cheerfully performed, having leave to go out 
into the city when she would, and finding many 
who delighted to talk with her. However, her 
bold speaking against the mass-worship annoy- 
ed the governing party greatly : they sent for her 
husband to take her home, but she refused to go 
with him, lest it should blemish the cause wherein 
she stood. Then a good party of priests took 
it in hand to persuade her from her wicked dpi- 
nions, but with as little success. She told them 
their sacrament was nothing but very bread and 
wine ; and that they might be ashamed to say 
that a piece of bread should be turned by man 
into the natural body of Christ ; which bread 
doth corrupt, and mice oftentimes do eat it, and 
it doth mould, apd is burned. " And," said she, 
" God's own body will not be so handled, nor 
kept in prison or boxes or such like. Let it be 
your god, it shall not be mine; f<»: my Saviour 
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sitteth on the right hand of God^ and doth pray 
for roe. And to make that sacramental or sig- 
nificative bread, instituted for a remembrance, 
the very body of Christ, and to worship it, is 
very foolishness and devilish deceit." They 
remarked, the devil had deceived her. " No," 
said she, ** I trust the living God hath opened 
mine eyes, and caused me to understand the right 
use of the blessed sacrament, which the tnie 
chnrch doth use, but the false church doth abuse." 
Then stepped forth an old friar,and asked what she 
said of the holy pope ? She answered, " I say 
that he is antichrist, and the devil :" whereat 
they all laughed. " Nay," continued she, " you 
have more need to weep than to laugh, and to 
be sorry that ever you were born to be chap- 
lains of that harlot of Babylon : I defy him and 
all his falsehood. And get you away from me : 
you do but trouble my conscience. You would 
have me follow your doings ; I will first lose 
my life. I pray you depart." 

" Why, thou foolish woman,'^said they, '^ we 
come to thee for thy profit and soul's health." 
She asked what profit could arise by them who 
taught nothing but lies for truth : or how could 
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they haye souls, who preach nothing but fies 
dangerous to destroy souls '? " You teach them/' 
she said, '^to worship idols, stocks and stones, 
the works of men's hands ; and to worship a 
false god of your own making out of a piece of 
bread ; and teach that the pope is God's yicar, 
and hath power to forgive sins; and there is a 
purgatory, whereas God's Son hath by his death 
purged sJL Tou say you make God and sacri- 
fice him, when ChVist's body was a sacrifice once 
fi)r aU. Do you not teach the people to number 
their sins in your ears, and say they be damned 
if they confess not all: when God's word saitb, 
' Who can number his sins V Do you not pro- 
mise them trentals, and dirges, and masses for 
souls, and sell your prayers for money, and make 
them buy pardons, and trust to such foolish in- 
ventions of your own imagmations 1 Do you 
not altogether against God 1 Do ye not teach 
us to pray upon beads, and to pray unto saints, 
and say they can pray for us 1 Do you not 
make holy bread, and holy water to frighten 
devils 1 Do y(Ai not a thousand more abomina- 
tions 1 And yet yon say you come for my pro- 
fit, and to save my souL No, no. One hath 
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saved me. Farewell you with your salvation." 
And no better encouragement could they get 
from her. 

One day, using her liberty, this extraordinary 
woman, who never put the smallest restraint oa 
her tongue when popery came in her way, 
walked into St. Peter's church, in Exeter, and 
there found a Dutch sculptor busily engaged in 
fitting new noses upon some of the graven im- 
ages that had been disfigured in king Edward's 
days. She accosted him with, *^ What a mad* 
man art thou, to make them new noses, which 
within a few days shall all lose their heads !" 
The Dutchman accused her for this ; besides r^ 
viling her. But she had scripture for retorting 
upon his false church the disgraceful name that 
he applied to her. However from this time, she 
was laid fast in prison, and allowed no more in- 
dulgence. Many came to see her during her 
imprisonment; and all received instruction. To 
one who had been a faithful preacher in Ed- 
ward's days, but recanted through fear, she ad- 
dressed strong and affectionate exhortations to 
be more bold in Christ's cause. Among others, 
came a wealthy and accomplished gentlewoman 
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Vfho was disposed towards the truth : to her, 
Prest recited the creed ; and on coming to the 
words, ^^he ascended into heaven/' she there 
paused, and bade the lady seek his body in hear 
en, not upon earth ; telling her plainly that God 
dwelleth not in temples made with hands ; and 
that the sacrament was for nothing else but to 
be a remembrance of his blessed passion : where- 
as, as they used it, it was but an idol, and far 
wide from any remembrance of Christ's body; 
'^ which," said she, ^f will not long continue : and 
so, take it, good mistress." The lady on re- 
turning to her husband, said that in her life she 
never heard a woman of such simplicity to be- 
hold, talk so godly, so perfectly, so sincerely, 
and so earnestly. Adding, ^^ Insomuch, if God 
were not with her, she could not speak such 
things, to the which I am not able to answer 
her, who can read, and she cannot." 

The like testimony was borne by all who re- 
sorted to her. While the adversaries assailed 
ber character and afflicted her body, always as- 
serting that she was out of her wits, the Lord 
mightily strengthened and aided her, giving 
proof to many of ber great wisdom in spiritual 
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things, and perfect knowledge of scripture, 
though in what pertained to the present life she 
was simple as a child. At last, tired of fruitless 
attempts to move her constancy, they brought 
against her the new charge of being an anabap- 
tist, and had her again before the bishop upon 
it. She was sent from one prison to another ; 
and some gentlemen of the place urged her to 
make a submission, and go home to her family, 
telling her she was an unlearned woman, and 
unable to answer in such high matters. She 
admitted this, saying, " Yet with my death I 
am content to be a witness of Christ's death : 
and I pray you make no longer delay with me ; 
my heart is fixed ; I will never otherwise say, 
nor turn to their superstitious doings." Then 
the bishop observed, the devil did lead her. ^* No 
my lord," said she, " it is the spirit of God which 
leadeth me." At last they all became anxious 
to get rid of her, and so they passed the judg- 
ment, and delivered her to the temporal offi- 
cers. When she had heard the whole sentence 
read, which detailed the manner of her approach- 
ing death, the poor happy Christian lifted up her 
voice and praised God, saying, ^' I thaAk thee, 
my Lord, my God; this day have I found what 
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I hare long sought." Great mockiogs and out- 
cries then assailed her^ \^'hich she patiently boie ; 
and again they pretended^ that if she would re- 
cant her life shoulcl still be spared. She answered, 
" No, that will I not : God forbid that 1 should 
lose the life eternal for this carnal and short life. 
I will never turn from my Heavenly Husband 
to my earthly husband : from the fellowship of 
angels to mortal children : and if my husband 
and children be faithful, then am I theirs. God 
is my father ; God is my mother ; God is my 
sister, my brother, my kinsman ; God is my 
friend most faithful." 

She was then delivered to the sheriff, and in 
the sight of innumerable people was led to exe- 
cution, without the walls of Exeter. Again the 
priests assaulted her, but she desired them to have 
no more talk with her, and went on praying, 
•* God be merciful to me a sinner : God be mer- 
dfiil to me a sinner !" Her cheerful counte- 
nance and lively manner showed her as one pre- 
pared to attend the marriage-supper of the 
Lamb : and to Him she went, having long had 
sharp trial of bitter mockings,and then of burn- 
ing flames : but the Refiner sat by, to watch 
his^ precious metal, and secured it for himself. 
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